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The Lives of
Muhammad

Kecia Ali

“This book explores the stories
around not just Prophet Muhammad,
but also those close to him. The
primary focus is to uncover the
motivations behind these stories,
and trace the shifting emphasis that
evolved as these narratives were
told and retold. These stories were
tailored and pressed into service by
both opponents and proponents of
Muslims from the advent of Islam to
contemporary times.”

—Muhammed Hassanali, Booklist

“Ali attempts to uncover not only the
stories of the Prophet Muhammad
and those close to him but also the
motivations behind recording or
retelling these stories...Ali traces
the shifting emphasis on the
narratives through time and across
several authors who crafted these
stories and deployed them either to
legitimize or discredit Muhammad's
prophethood.”

—Muhammed Hassanali,
Library Journal

2014 352 pp. $29.95 | £22.95 cloth
9780674050600

Billy Graham and the Shaping of a Nation

Grant Wacker

America’s Pastor
Billy Graham and the Shaping of a Nation

Grant Wacker

“Let it be said at once: this is the best book ever written about
Billy Graham. | found this an absolutely captivating book and
have read every word..One of the nation’s most accom-
plished historians of American Protestantism, Wacker aims to
clarify Graham's significance as a historical figure by taking
into honest account every aspect of his public career.”
—David A. Hollinger, Christian Century

Belknap Press 2014 25 halftones 398 pp.
$27.95| £20.00 cloth 9780674052185

American Apocalypse
A History of Modern Evangelicalism

Matthew Avery Sutton

“Gives us our first good account of how and why evangelical
political views developed the way they did.”

—Michael S. Hamilton, Christian Century

“American Apocalypse will quickly become the definitive
general account of evangelicalism’s spectacular growth as a
political and cultural force in the twentieth century.”
—Andrew Preston, author of

Sword of the Spirit, Shield of Faith

Belknap Press 2014 28 halftones 420 pp.
$35.00 | £25.95 cloth 9780674048362

Latino Pentecostals in America
Faith and Politics in Action

Gaston Espinosa

“Those interested in the religious experience of Latinos or in
the history of Pentecostalism will find Espinosa’s study to be
both informative and useful”

—John Jaeger, Library Journal

“A provocative, myth-busting, and truth-telling work. Espi-
nosa’s placing of the story of the Latino Assemblies of God
within a larger sociocultural framework is groundbreaking.”
—Eldin Villafariie,

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

2014 41 halftones, 2 tables 520 pp.
$35.00 | £25.95 cloth 9780674728875

Latino Pentecostals
in America

AMERICAN APOCALYPSE

A HISTORY OF MODERN EVANGELICALISM

Matthew Avery Sutton

www.hup.harvard.edu

800-405-1619 (US only)
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God’s Planet

Owen Gingerich

“A rich volume you'll want to keep in your library.”

—John Farrell, Forbes

“Astronomer-historian Owen Gingerich rebuts the claim made
by Stephen Jay Gould that science and religion are 'non-
overlapping magisteria’ with no influence on each other..Gin-
gerich’s argument is scholarly, yet the writing is so clear and
lively that it is readily accessible.”

—The Rev. Dr. John Polkinghorne, KBE, FRS

2014 19 halftones, 4 line illus. 192 pp.
$19.95 | £14.95 cloth 9780674417106

Secularism, Identity, and Enchantment
Akeel Bilgrami

“Bilgrami shows us how the world might be otherwise. His is
the roving and unconfined habitus appropriate to a visionary.
One of the central aims of his wide-ranging and ambitious
book is to establish intellectual affinities between Karl Marx
and M. K. Gandhi.”

—Jonathan Benthall, Times Literary Supplement

Convergences: Inventories of the Present 2014 416 pp.
$45.00 | £33.95 cloth 9780674052048
Not for sale in Indian subcontinent

The Religion of the Future

Roberto Mangabeira Unger

How can we live in such a way that we die only once? How
can we organize a society that gives us a better chance to be
fully alive? How can we reinvent religion so that it liberates us
instead of consoling us? These questions stand at the center
of Roberto Mangabeira Unger’s The Religion of the Future.
Both a book about religion and a religious work in its own
right, it proposes the content of a religion that can survive
faith in a transcendent God and in life after death. According
to this religion—the religion of the future—human beings can
be more human by becoming more godlike, not just later, in
another life or another time, but right now, on Earth and in
their own lives.

2014 480 pp. $49.95 | £36.95 cloth 9780674729070

The Visitor

André Palmeiro and
the Jesuits in Asia

Liam Matthew Brockey

“An account of the fascinating life
of [André] Palmeiro, a Portuguese
appointed by his superiors in Rome
in 1617 to inspect Jesuit missions
around the world.”

—Mark O’Neill,
South China Morning Post

“Liam Brockey does what an
excellent scholar should in a
pioneering work. He helps us
understand Palmeiro’s work and
its importance for the history of
the world. He also achieves what
seemed impossible from the
evidence available: vividly and
convincingly, he evokes much of
Palmeiro’s spiritual and intellectual
life.”

—Felipe Fernandez-Armesto,
author of Our America

Belknap Press 2014

20 halftones, 7 maps 528 pp.
$39.95 | £29.95 cloth
9780674416680

Roberto Mangabeira Unger

800-405-1619 (US only)
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The Origins of Western Liberalism

Inventing the
Individual

The Origins of
Western Liberalism

Larry Siedentop

“It is a magnificent work of
intellectual, psychological and
spiritual history. It is hard to decide
which is more remarkable: the
breadth of learning displayed on
almost every page, the infectious
enthusiasm that suffuses the whole
book, the riveting originality of the
central argument or the emotional
power and force with which it is
deployed...Siedentop'’s aim has a
breathtaking grandeur about it: to
persuade us to ask ourselves who
we are and where we are going by
showing us where we have come
from. A challenging epilogue
suggests that the answers are not
very flattering.”

—David Marquand, New Republic

Belknap Press 2014
448 pp. $35.00 | USA cloth
9780674417533

Piopneer I’roplmt

JOHN, G. TURNER

NEW IN PAPER

Brigham Young

Pioneer Prophet
John G. Turner

* A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice

* A Foreign Affairs Best Book of the Year

* Best Biography Award, Mormon History Association

% Best Book Award, Utah State Historical Society

* A Booklist Top 10 Religion & Spirituality Title of the Year
* A Meridian Magazine Best Book of the Year

“A definitive biography of Mormonism’s greatest activist
and apostle.”
—Adam Gopnik, New Yorker
Belknap Press 2014; 2012 512 pp. $19.95 | £14.95 paper 9780674416857

The Rise and Decline of

American Religious Freedom
Steven D. Smith

Familiar accounts of religious freedom in the United States
often tell a story of visionary founders who broke from the
centuries-old patterns of Christendom to establish a politi-

cal arrangement committed to secular and religiously neutral
government. Steven D. Smith makes the case that the American
achievement was not a rejection of Christian commitments but
a retrieval of classic Christian ideals of freedom of the church
and freedom of conscience.

2014 240 pp. $39.95 | £29.95 cloth 9780674724754

The Evangelical Origins of
the Living Constitution
John W. Compton
“Compton’s history is compelling..This is a fascinating book that

sheds much light on how our views on the proper scope of
government have changed—for the worse.”

—George Leef, Forbes
2014 1graph,1table 272 pp. $45.00 | £33.95 cloth 9780674726796

e Rise and
Decline of

THE
EVANGELICAL
ORIGINS

Religious
Freedom

OF THE
LIVING

CONSTITUTIONS

John Wi Conlpiom

STEVENID\ SMITH

www.hup.harvard.edu
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NEW IN PAPER

The War on Heresy
R. 1. Moore

% A Guardian Best History Book of the Year

* A Times Literary Supplement Book of the Year

% A Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year

% A Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year

“Moore’s approach to Catharism is intriguing and provocative,
and it is here that the book will receive its most testing schol-
arly scrutiny...[It's] an accessible and up-to-date history of the
rise of heresy persecution in the medieval West...A pleasing
expository style burnished with colorful details.”

—David J. Collins, America
Belknap Press 2014; 2012 416 pp. $22.50 | NA paper 9780674416895

Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance

Ada Palmer

After its rediscovery in 1417, Lucretius’s Epicurean didactic
poem De Rerum Natura threatened to supply radicals and
atheists with the one weapon unbelief had lacked in the
Middle Ages: good answers. Scholars could now challenge
Christian patterns of thought by employing the theory of
atomistic physics, a sophisticated system that explained
natural phenomena without appeal to divine participation,
and argued powerfully against the immortality of the soul,
the afterlife, and a creator God.

I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History 2014 26 halftones,
6 tables 416 pp. $39.95| £29.95 cloth 9780674725577

The Medicean Succession
Monarchy and Sacral Politics in
Duke Cosimo dei Medici’s Florence

Gregory Murry

“Murry’s meticulously researched and constructed study
advances our understanding of Florence’s transition from
republic to duchy. By placing religion firmly at the center of
political discourse, and mining an impressive array of previ-
ously untapped sources, Murry shows how Cosimo | manipu-
lated long-held cultural, religious, and political traditions to
support a new polity.”

—Peter Howard, Monash University

I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History 2014 1 halftone,
6 graphs 360 pp. $49.95 | £36.95 cloth 9780674725478

WORDS OF A

" —
( YANOMAMI SHAMAN

KOP VA
BRUCE ALBERT
TRANSLATED BY
NICHOLAS ELLIOTT

ano

ALISON DUNDY

The Falling Sky
Words of a Yanomami Shaman
Davi Kopenawa

and Bruce Albert

Translated by Nicholas Elliott
and Alison Dundy

* Translation Prize, Non-Fiction
Category, French-American
Foundation and Florence
Gould Foundation

* A New Scientist Best
Book of the Year

“[The Falling Sky] is the most
vivid and authentic account of
shamanistic philosophy | have ever
read. It is also a passionate appeal
for the rights of indigenous people
and a scathing condemnation of the
damage wrought by missionaries,
gold miners, and white people’s
greed...Kopenawa's elaboration of
shamanic concepts goes beyond
ethnography and becomes a new
genre of native philosophical
inquiry.”
—Glenn Shepard, Jr.,

New York Review of Books

Belknap Press 2013 7 halftones,
24 line illus., 6 maps 648 pp.

$39.95 | £25.00 cloth
9780674724686

800-405-1619 (US only)
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in Roman and Late Antique Palestine
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Public Spectacles
in Roman and
Late Antique
Palestine

Zeev Weiss

Public Spectacles in Roman

and Late Antique Palestine
introduces readers to the panoply
of public entertainment that
flourished in Palestine from the first
century sck to the sixth century ce.
Drawing on a trove of original ar-
chaeological and textual evidence,
Zeev Weiss reconstructs an ancient
world where Romans, Jews, and
Christians intermixed amid a heady
brew of shouts, roars, and applause
to watch a variety of typically pagan
spectacles.

Revealing Antiquity

2014 39 halftones, 15 line illus.,

1 map 384 pp.

$49.95 | £36.95 cloth
9780674048317

BETWEEN
PAGAN
AND
CHRISTIAN

CHRISTOPHER P. JONES

Between Pagan and Christian

Christopher P. Jones

“Standard accounts of the meteoric rise of Christianity after

Constantine’s conversion in 312 are familiar. Belief in Jesus
Christ became the established state religion and a require-
ment for holders of public office in the Roman Empire. Pagan
practices like idol worship and animal sacrifice were outlawed.
Christian orthodoxy had no serious spiritual or political competi-
tors. Distilling a life’s scholarship, Christopher Jones unveils a
more complex reality in Between Pagan and Christian...Jones
powerfully establishes his main argument: that paganism, in a
multiplicity of forms, persisted and was tolerated much later
than the reign of Constantine.”

—David Grumett, Times Literary Supplement
2014 5 halftones 224 pp. $39.95 | £29.95 cloth 9780674725201

A Million and One Gods
The Persistence of Polytheism

Page duBois

In A Million and One Gods, Page duBois refutes the idea that the
worship of multiple gods naturally evolves over time into the

“higher” belief in a single deity and shows that polytheism has

endured intact for millennia, despite the many hidden ways that
monotheistic thought continues to shape Western outlooks.

“In this book, Page duBois touches on topics that are sure to

bring surprising jolts of recognition and heated debate on some
of our most blindly accepted, conventional categories.”

—Thomas Habinek, University of Southern California
2014 208 pp. $29.95|£22.95 cloth 9780674728837

The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History

Rian Thum

“A pioneering work. The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History

explores the complex relationship between history produc-
tion, social practice, and space, and traces the transformation
of specific historical genres in response to changing political
contexts and the increasing role of the state. By examining the
development of manuscript culture and technology, it provides
a new perspective on the study of the history of the region.”
—Illdiko Bellér-Hann, University of Copenhagen

2014 1map, 3 tables 336 pp. $39.95|£29.95 cloth 9780674598553

Sacred Routes
of Uyghur
A MILLION
AND ONE

GODS

THE PERsisTENCE
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DIGITAL LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

www.loebclassics.com

“From Homer to St. Augustine, [the digital Loeb Classical Library]
provides access...to the manifold glories of classical Greek and Latin.
For authority and completeness, nothing rivals it among the other
online resources in the field...The Loeb Library...remains to this day
the Anglophone world’s most readily accessible collection of classical
masterpieces...Now, with their digitization, [the translations] have
crossed yet another frontier.”

—TOM HOLLAND, WALL STREET JOURNAL

“Now is the crowning moment. The digitized Loeb Classical
Library will enable anyone with a computer or proximity
to a public, academic, or even secondary school library to

have access to its entire scope of classical literature.”

—SUSAN KRISTOL, WEEKLY STANDARD

The mission of the Loeb Classical Library, founded by James Loeb
in 1911, has always been to make Classical Greek and Latin literature
accessible to the broadest range of readers. The digital Loeb Classical

Library extends this mission into the twenty-first century. Harvard

University Press is honored to renew James Loeb’s vision of accessibility
and to present an interconnected, fully searchable, perpetually growing,

virtual library of all that is important in Greek and Latin literature.

J Single- and dual-language reading modes
} Sophisticated Bookmarking and Annotation features
}» Tools for sharing Bookmarks and Annotations
J} User account and My Loeb content saved in perpetuity
} Greek keyboard
Jo Intuitive Search and Browse
} Includes every Loeb volume in print

} New volumes uploaded regularly

For information about the digital Loeb Classical Library,

visit www.loebclassics.com

800-405-1619 (US only)  www.hup.harvard.edu harvard university press
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‘DUMBARTON OAKS

JEDIEVAL JIBRARY

www.hup.harvard.edu/doml

On Difficulties in the Church

Fathers : The Ambigua
Volume I and IT

Maximos the Confessor
Edited and translated by Nicholas Constas

The Ambigua is Maximos the Confessor’s
greatest philosophical and doctrinal work. A
broad range of theological topics are trans-
formed in a synthesis of Aristotelian logic,
Platonic metaphysics, Stoic psychology,
and the arithmetical philosophy of a revived
Pythagoreanism. The result is a labyrinthine
map of the mind'’s journey to God that
figured prominently in the Neoplatonic
revival of the Komnenian Renaissance and
the Hesychast Controversies of the Late
Byzantine period.

VOLUME I: DOML 28 2014

544 pp. cloth $29.95 | £19.95 9780674726666

VOLUME II: DOML 29 2014
400 pp. cloth $29.95| £19.95 9780674730830

Saints’ Lives
Volume I and IT

Henry of Avranches
Edited and transl. 1 by David Te d

Henry of Avranches (d. 1262) was a profes-
sional versifier to abbots, bishops, kings, and
at least one pope. The bulk of Henry’s known
output is a series of versified saints’ lives,
including those of Francis of Assisi, King
Edmund, and Thomas Becket, nearly all of
which are based on identified prose models.

VOLUME I: DOML 30 2014 352 pp.
cloth $29.95 | £19.95 9780674051287

VOLUME II: DOML 31 2014 304 pp.
cloth $29.95| £19.95 9780674728653

On the Liturgy
Volume I: Books 1-2
Volume II: Books 3—4

Amalar of Metz
Edited and translated by Eric Knibbs

The fruit of lifelong reflection and study in
the wake of liturgical reform in the early
ninth century, On the Liturgy addresses the
entire phenomenon of Christian worship,
from liturgical prayers to clerical vestments
to the bodily gestures of the celebrants.
VOLUME I: DOML 35 2014 576 pp.

cloth $29.95 | £19.95 9780674060012

VOLUME II: DOML 36 2014 704 pp.
cloth $29.95 | £19.95 9780674417038

The I Tatti Renaissance Library

General Editor

JAMES HANKINS

Associate Editors

SHANE BUTLER

MARTIN C. DAVIES
LEAH WHITTINGTON

www.hup.harvard.edu/itatti

harvard university press

www.hup.harvard.edu

800-405-1619 (US only)


http://www.hup.harvard.edu/
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/doml
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674726666
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674051287
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674060012
www.hup.harvard.edu/itatti

MURTY CLASSICAL LIBRARY

OF INDIA

SHELDON POLLOCK, GENERAL EDITOR

www.hup.harvard.edu/mcli

Sufi Lyrics
Bullhe Shah
Edited and tr

1 by Christopher Shackle

Born in Uch, Panjab, in present-day Pakistan,

Bullhe Shah drew profoundly upon Sufi
mysticism in his writings. His lyrics, famous
for their vivid style and outspoken denun-
ciation of artificial religious divisions, have
long been held in affection by Hindus, Mus-
lims, and Sikhs, and they continue to win
audiences today across national boundaries
and in the global Panjabi diaspora.

Murty Classical Library of Indial 2015 496 pp.
$29.95 | £22.95 cloth 9780674427747

Sur’s Ocean
Poems from the Early Tradition

Surdas
Edited by Kenneth E. Bryant
Translated by John Stratton Hawley

Surdas has been regarded as the epitome
of artistry in Old Hindi religious poetry from
the end of the sixteenth century, when he
lived, to the present day. This remarkable
volume reconstructs the early tradition of
Surdas’s verse—the 433 poems that were
known to the singers of Surdas’'s own time
as his. Here Surdas stands out with a clarity
never before achieved.

Murty Classical Library of India 5 2015 1072 pp.
$35.00 | £25.95 cloth 9780674427778

Therigatha
Poems of the First Buddhist Women

Translated by Charles Hallisey

The Therigatha, composed more than two
millennia ago, is an anthology of poems

in the Pali language by and about the first
Buddhist women. These women were theris,
the senior ones, among ordained Bud-
dhist women, and they bore that epithet
because of their religious achievements.
The poems they left behind are arguably
among the most ancient examples of
women’s writing in the world, and they are
unmatched for their quality of personal ex-
pression and the extraordinary insight they
offer into the lives of women in the ancient
Indian past—and indeed, into the lives of
women as such.

This new version of the Therigatha, based
on a careful reassessment of the major edi-
tions of the work and printed in the Roman
script common for modern editions of Pali
texts, offers the most powerful and the
most readable translation ever achieved in
English.

Murty Classical Library of India 3 2015 336 pp.
$29.95 | £22.95 cloth 9780674427730

On the World and Religious Life

Coluccio Salutati

Translated by Tina Marshall | Introduction by Ronald G. Witt

On the World and Religious Life (c. 1381) is the first surviving treatise of Coluccio Salutati (1332-

1406), chancellor of the Florentine Republic (1375-1406) and the leader of the humanist movement
in Italy in the generation after Petrarch and Boccaccio. The work was written for anew monk who
had prevailed on Salutati to write a treatise encouraging him to persevere in the religious life. His
request led to this wide-ranging reflection on humanity’s misuse of God'’s creation and the need to
orient human life in accordance with a proper hierarchy of values.

The I Tatti Renaissance Library 62 2014 416 pp. $29.95 | £19.95 cloth 9780674055148
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THE-FAMILY OF

ABRAHAM

The Family
of Abraham

Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim Interpretations

Carol Bakhos

“Bakhos is a unique voice in an
arena that seems to attract some
particularly overstated positions. A
valuable book that will find an eager
readership among those interested
in learning more about the
differences and similarities to be
found across Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam.”

—Andrew Rippin,
University of Victoria,
British Columbia

2014 296 pp.

$39.95 | £29.95 cloth
9780674050839

DIALOGUING

IN LATE
ANTIQUITY

AVERIL CAMERON

www.hup.harvard.edu

Dialoguing in Late Antiquity

Averil Cameron

Christians talked, debated, and wrote dialogues in late antiquity
and on throughout Byzantium. Some were philosophical, others
more literary, theological, or Platonic; Aristotle also came into
the picture as time went on. Dialoguing in Late Antiquity takes
up a challenge laid down by recent scholars who argue that a
wall of silence came down in the fifth century ap, after which
Christians did not “dialogue.”

Hellenic Studies Series 2014 98 pp.
$19.95 | £14.95 paper 9780674428355

The Life of Saint Basil the Younger
Critical Edition and Annotated Translation

of the Moscow Version

Edited and translated by Denis F. Sullivan,
Alice-Mary Talbot, and Stamatina McGrath

The Life of Saint Basil the Younger, one of the longest and most
important middle Byzantine saints’ lives, presents the life of a
holy man who lived in Constantinople in the first part of the
tenth century. Usually described as a fictional saint, he had

the distinction of residing in private homes rather than in a
monastery, performing numerous miracles and using the gift

of clairvoyance. The vita, purportedly written by one of Basil's
disciples, a pious layman named Gregory, includes many details
on daily life in Constantinople, with particular attention to slaves,
servants, and eunuchs.

Dumbarton Oaks Studies 2014 2 halftones 842 pp.
$70.00 | £51.95 cloth 9780884023975

The Old Testament in Byzantium
Edited by Paul Magdalino and Robert S. Nelson

This volume contains selected papers from a Dumbarton Oaks
symposium that complemented an exhibition of early Bible
manuscripts at the Freer Gallery and Sackler Gallery of Art
titled “In the Beginning: Bibles before the Year 1000.” The Old
Testament in Byzantium considers the manifestations of the
holy books in Byzantine manuscript illustration, architecture,
and government, as well as in Jewish Bible translations and the
construction of Muhammad's character.

Dumbarton Oaks Byzantine Symposia and Colloquia 2014

1 color photograph, 37 halftones, 3 line illus., 1 map 340 pp.
$30.00 | £22.95 paper 9780884023999

I'he Old Testament
in Byzantium

The Life of Saint Basil the Younger

DENIS F. SULLIVAN + ALICE-MARY TALBOT
STAMATINA MCGRATH

Paul Magdalino
Robert S. Nelson

800-405-1619 (US only)
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The “Greatest Problem”

Religion and State Formation in Meiji Japan

Trent E. Maxey

At its inception in 1868, the modern Japanese state pursued
policies and created institutions that lacked a coherent
conception of religion. As a result, many of the cardinal
institutions of the state, particularly the imperial institution,
eventually were defined in opposition to religion. Drawing on
internal government debates, diplomatic negotiations, and
the popular press, Trent E. Maxey documents how the novel
category of religion came to be seen as the “greatest prob-
lem” by the architects of the modern Japanese state.

Harvard East Asian Monographs 2014 3 halftones 340 pp.
$49.95 | £36.95 cloth 9780674491991

Buddhism, Unitarianism, and the
Meiji Competition for Universality
Michel Mohr

In the late 1800s, as Japanese leaders mulled over the useful-
ness of religion in modernizing their country, they chose

to invite Unitarian missionaries to Japan. Focusing on the
cascade of events triggered by the missionary presence of
the American Unitarian Association on Japanese soil between
1887 and 1922, Michel Mohr’s study sheds new light on this
formative time in Japanese religious and intellectual history.

Harvard East Asian Monographs 2014 10 black and white photographs
346 pp. $39.95| £29.95 cloth 9780674066946

Illusory Abiding
The Cultural Construction of the
Chan Monk Zhongfeng Mingben

Natasha Heller

Natasha Heller demonstrates that Zhongfeng Mingben, and
other monks of his stature, developed a range of cultural
competencies through which they navigated social and
intellectual relationships. This monograph contributes to a
more robust account of Chinese Buddhism in late imperial
China, and demonstrates the importance of situating monks
as actors within broader sociocultural fields of practice and
exchange.

Harvard East Asian Monographs 2014

15 halftones, 1 map, 1 table 400 pp.
$49.95 | £36.95 cloth 9780674417113

PRINCESS NUN

BU I, BUDDHIST REFORM
GENDER IN EARLY EDO ]

GINA COGAN

The Princess Nun

Bunchi, Buddhist Reform, and
Gender in Early Edo Japan

Gina Cogan

The Princess Nun tells the story of
Bunchi (1619-1697), daughter of
Emperor Go-Mizunoo and founder
of Enshoji. Bunchi advocated strict
adherence to monastic precepts
while devoting herself to the post-
humous welfare of her family. As the
first full-length biographical study
of a premodern Japanese nun, this
book incorporates issues of gender
and social status into its discussion
of Bunchi’s ascetic practice and reli-
gious reforms to rewrite the history
of Buddhist reform and Tokugawa
religion. Through its illumination of
the relationship between the court
and the shogunate and its analysis
of the practice of courtly Buddhism
from a female perspective, this
study brings historical depth and
fresh theoretical insight into the
role of gender and class in early Edo
Buddhism.

Harvard East Asian Monographs
2014 4 halftones 336 pp.

$49.95 | £36.95 cloth
9780674491977
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Natasha Heller
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