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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the latest from Encounter Books! 
This season, we have a small library of important new books to help you chart your 

way through the troubled waters of these most interesting times. I wish I had space to 
say something about all of our new offerings, from Andrew McCarthy’s disturbing 
Broadside Islam and Free Speech to Liberty’s Nemesis, Dean Reuter and John Yoo’s 
sobering book on what the unchecked expansion of government power in the United 
States means for the future of freedom. 

You’ll find dull details about these and other forthcoming titles in the pages that 
follow. Here I’d like to single out a few riveting books:

 The Heroic Heart: Greatness Ancient and Modern by the Hoover Institution’s Tod 
Lindberg offers a fascinating archaeology of that iconic figure, the hero. Draw-
ing on a wide swathe of literary, historical, and philosophical sources, Lindberg 
traces the evolution of the hero from prehistoric times to the present day. Until 
recently, the hero was inseparable from prowess in war and conquest. But the 
modern hero, Lindberg shows, is more likely to exhibit the “saving virtues” 
than the “slaying virtues” of the past.

 Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be the child of a Stalin or Hitler, a 
Mao or Castro, or Pol Pot? National Review’s Jay Nordlinger asked himself this. 
The result is Children of Monsters: An Inquiry into the Sons and Daughters of Dic-
tators, an astonishing survey of the progeny of 20 dictators. Some were loyalists 
who admired their father. Some actually succeed as dictator. A few were critics, 
even defectors. What they have in common, Nordlinger shows, is the prison 
house of tainted privilege and the legacy of dubious deference. 

 The Rise and Fall of Violent Crime in Postwar America by CUNY’s Barry Latzer 
traces the astonishing tsunami of violent crime that swept across urban Amer-
ica in the 1960s and 1970s. Latzer reminds us that there was a time, not long 
ago, when fear of murder, rape, robbery and assault were endemic. Latzer’s 
sweeping, definitive study shows in vivid and meticulous detail what caused 
the nightmarish spike in violent crime and what finally tamed it. 

You’ll find many other incisive new books coming up. Please take a moment to check 
them out. And take a look, too, at our extensive backlist: it is one of the benefits of pro-
ducing Serious Books for Serious Readers that our backlist is always current. Finally, 
please do take a moment to visit us on the web at www.encounterbooks.com. 

Thank you again for your support and for making Encounter Books the important 
voice of sanity and dissent that it is. 

Roger Kimball 
Publisher
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The Heroic Heart
Greatness Ancient and Modern

What does it mean to be a hero? In the The Heroic 
Heart, Tod Lindberg traces the quality of heroic 

greatness from its most distant origin in human prehistory 
to the present day. The designation of “hero” once conjured 
the prowess of conquerors and kings slaying their enemies 
on the battlefield. Heroes in the modern world come in 
many varieties, from teachers and mentors making a last-
ing impression on others by giving of themselves, to fire-
fighters no less willing than their ancient counterparts to 
risk life and limb. They don’t do so to assert a claim of supe-
riority over others, however. Rather, the modern heroic 
heart acts to serve and save others. The spirit of modern 
heroism is generosity, what Lindberg calls “the caring will,” 
a primal human trait that has flourished alongside the 
spread of freedom and equality. 

Through its intimate portraits of historical and literary 
figures and its subtle depiction of the most difficult prob-
lems of politics, The Heroic Heart offers a startlingly original 
account of the passage from the ancient to the modern 
world and the part the heroic type has played in it. Lind-
berg deftly combines social criticism and moral philosophy 
in a work that ranks with such classics as Thomas Carlyle’s 
nineteenth-century On Heroes, Hero-Worship and the Heroic 
in History and Joseph Campbell’s twentieth-century The 
Hero with a Thousand Faces. 

Tod Lindberg is a research fellow at Stanford University’s 
Hoover Institution. He is the author of The Political Teach-
ings of Jesus and is a contributing editor at the Weekly Stan-
dard .  He teaches ethics in international relations at 
Georgetown University. Currently, he lives in Washington and 
Palo Alto, California. 

Tod Lindberg

September 2015 
Philosophy & Spirituality 
1 -59403-823-6  
978-1 -59403-823-5 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  Pages   
Cloth /  $25 .99
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Excerpt

The modern world is , in short, very good at weeding out 
and breeding out those of a classically heroic bent who might 

seek to impose the old slaying ways in service to their personal sense 
of self. This is good news for the egalitarian ethos, and for the afore-
mentioned peace and personal security of its adherents. But two 
large problems loom. The first is the potential for a serious outside 
challenge to the modern world and its ethos. The second, more sub-
tle, is the potential vulnerability of the modern world to internal 
disintegration. 

To restate the first problem more baldly: What if an old-school 
slaying hero decides to conquer the world, i.e., our world—to con-
quer and subjugate us? Do we, generous in spirit and reluctant to 
slay as we are, have the capacity and will to resist? Would we even 
recognize the threat as it gathered? 

And the second: What if our egalitarian ethos contains the seeds 
of its own destruction? Could illiberal internal forces use the doc-
trines and practices of freedom and equality to further a hidden 
agenda asserting their own claim of superiority? And if so, again, 
would we see it coming in time to act?

I wish these questions were merely hypothetical or theoretical. 
Unfortunately, they are not. In fact, they are frighteningly well-
grounded historically. Before the collapse of Soviet communism 
gave impetus to the “end of History” vogue first popularized by 
Francis Fukuyama and still propounded with minimal alteration by 
the seers of globalization, the regnant impression among serious 
twentieth century thinkers ran quite the opposite direction: Far 
from pointing to the inevitability of progress, defined as the spread 
of liberal, democratic, capitalism — for our purposes, the modern 
world — the ghastly historical record of the twentieth century was 
mainly seen to constitute precedent for human-caused death and 
destruction on an ever more massive scale. The human propensity 
for assertion of claims of superiority and the seeking of exactions 
from the weaker, combined with the progress of technology and its 
capacity to kill people in exponentially increasing numbers, could 
best be understood as the precursors of Armageddon.
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September 2015 
History 
1 -59403-815-5 
978-1 -59403-815-0 
6  ×  9˝  /  336  Pages   
Cloth /  $25 .99

Some years ago, the author, Jay Nordlinger, visited  
 Albania to give a talk under State Department aus-

pices. Albania was about ten years beyond the collapse of 
Communism. For almost 40 years, the country had been 
ruled by one of the most brutal dictators in history: Enver 
Hoxha. Nordlinger wondered whether this dictator had 
had children. He had indeed: three of them. And they were 
still in Albania, with their 3 million fellow citizens.

Nordlinger wondered, “What are the lives of the Hoxha 
kids like? What must it be like to be the son or daughter of a 
monstrous dictator? What must it be like to bear a name 
synonymous with oppression, terror, and evil?”

In Children of Monsters, Nordlinger surveys 20 dictators 
in all. They are the worst of the worst: Stalin, Mao, Idi Amin, 
Pol Pot, Saddam Hussein, and so on. But the book is not 
about them, really. It’s about their children.

Some of them are absolute loyalists. They admire, 
revere, or worship their father. Some of them actually suc-
ceed their father as dictator—as in North Korea, Syria, and 
Haiti. Some of them have doubts. A couple of them become 
full-blown dissenters, even defectors. A few of the daugh-
ters have the experience of having their husband killed by 
their father. Most of these children are rocked by exile, 
prison, and the like.

Obviously, the children have some things in common. 
But they are also individuals, making of life what they can. 
The main thing they have in common is this: They have 
been dealt a very, very unusual hand.

Jay Nordlinger is a senior editor of National Review and 
music critic for The New Criterion and City Arts. A native 
Michigander, Nordlinger lives in New York. 

Jay Nordlinger Children of Monsters
An Inquiry into the Sons and Daughters  
of Dictators
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Excerpt

The real politician in the [Mussolini] family—after the dic-
tator, of course—is Alessandra: a daughter of Romano and his 

first wife, Maria Scicolone; a niece of Sophia Loren. Today, she is a 
member of the European Parliament, and she has been a member of 
both houses of the Italian parliament: the chamber of deputies and 
the senate. Mouthy, outrageous, she is one of the most colorful politi-
cians in a country known for colorful politics. Alessandra Mussolini 
is the Pasionaria of neo-Fascism. And that is the name she uses: Mus-
solini, though she has long been married to a man named Floriani.

Earlier in her career, she was an actress, singer, and model. She 
appeared on the cover of Playboy (European editions): “The grit of 
Grandpa Benito, the sex appeal of Aunt Sophia Loren.” Among the 
movies in which she appeared was The Assisi Underground, about a 
priest who rescued Jews during the war. At first, she was cast as one 
of the Jews. But this caused an uproar—so she was recast as a nun, 
Sister Beata.

It was in 1992 that she was first elected to her national parlia-
ment. She was 29. Her mother warned her that politics was serious 
and hard work. She replied that it would be less difficult than her 
prior work: In the entertainment world, “they don’t care if you’re a 
good or talented actress, all they want is to see your legs and your 
breasts. In politics, at least I can say something important and people 
will believe me.” During her campaign, she defended her grandfather, 
in various ways. For instance, he was “very modern, one of the first 
ecologically minded politicians.” Mussolini did not even want “a real 
tree at Christmas, because it hurt him so much to chop it down.” 
When she won, she described the victory as “an act of love for my 
grandfather.”

While a new parliamentarian, she completed her academic stud-
ies, obtaining a degree in medicine. She has an unusual résumé: Play-
boy model, doctor, leader of neo-Fascism, etc. (This is in addition to 
being the granddaughter of Mussolini and the niece of Loren.)
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B A R R Y  L A T Z E R

The Rise and Fal l

of Violent Crime in

Postwar America

October 2015 
Social  Science 
1 -59403-835-x 
978-1 -59403-835-8 
6  ×  9˝  /  296  Pages   
Cloth /  $25 .99

Starting in the late 1960s, the United States suffered 
the biggest rise in violent crime in its history. Aside 

from the movement for black civil rights, it is difficult to 
think of a phenomenon that had a more profound effect on 
American life in the last third of the 20th century. Fear of 
murder, rape, robbery and assault influenced decisions on 
where to live and where to school one’s children, how to 
commute to work and where to spend one’s leisure time. In 
some locales, people dreaded leaving their homes at any 
time, day or night, and many Americans spent part of each 
day literally looking over their shoulders.

The Rise and Fall of Violent Crime in Postwar America is a 
landmark synthesis of criminology and social history that 
fully explains how and why violent crime exploded across 
the United States in the late 60s—and what ultimately 
drove it down decades later. It is the first book of its kind to 
analyze criminal violence in the U.S. from World War II to 
the 21st century. It examines crime in the context of all of 
the major social trends since the World War, including the 
postwar economic boom and suburbanization, the baby 
boom and the turmoil of the 60s, the urbanization of 
minorities, the advent of crack cocaine, the hardening of 
the criminal justice system and current efforts to contract 
it. Latzer’s sweeping, definitive study at last brings coher-
ence to the bewildering array of explanations for the night-
marish reality that many Americans lived with for decades. 

Barry Latzer is Professor of Criminal Justice and a mem-
ber of the Doctoral Faculty in Criminal Justice at the CUNY 
Graduate School and University Center and the Masters in 
Criminal Justice Faculty at John Jay. He lives in New York City. 

Barry Latzer The Rise and Fall of Violent 
Crime in Postwar America
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The important point is that interracial violence was real, 
not some figment of white prejudice. The fact that intraracial 

violence was higher still does not alter this conclusion. Indeed, 
black-on-white assaults were one of the most characteristic features 
of the post-60s crime wave and they would have major conse-
quences for the nation. 

First, they made whites more fearful of blacks, which exacer-
bated racial tensions and may have slowed racial integration. As 
criminologists Franklin Zimring and Gordon Hawkins observed, 
“the reality of high levels of violence among African-American males 
reinforces white fear in ways that palpably contribute to the exclu-
sion of blacks from the social mainstream.” White apprehension 
also probably emboldened black criminals. Being street-wise, young 
thugs readily sensed fear on the part of potential victims. Even 
police, who were in the 1960s overwhelmingly white (though this 
was beginning to change), seemed to be more cautious and less 
aggressive in high crime black neighborhoods. Certainly during the 
post-60s years, they were arresting smaller and smaller proportions 
of perpetrators, though this probably was due to the “swamping” 
effect of the massive increase in crime. 

Second, racial fears related to black violent crime helped drive 
the great white flight to the suburbs – which effectively increased 
the proportion of African-Americans in inner cities. In fact, working 
and middle-class black families also fled to the suburbs, sharpening 
still further the concentration of poverty in inner-city neighbor-
hoods. Black-on-white crime may have been unmentionable in 
polite circles, but the reality was clear to everyone. The general pub-
lic—both whites and the burgeoning black middle class—simply 
voted with its feet, shunning inner cities and their growing propor-
tions of low income African-Americans.

Third, interracial crime and high violent crime generally—it 
wasn’t all about race—fueled intensive public pressure to beef up 
the criminal justice system. The system, as detailed below, had 
grown soft in the 60s, catching fewer criminals and underpunishing 
them when they were apprehended. Starting in the 1970s, more 
offenders were incarcerated, prison sentences grew longer, parole 
policies were tightened and the death penalty was reinstated. 
Although the U.S. Supreme Court expanded defendants’ rights, thus 
making convictions more rather than less difficult, it also gave 
approval to plea-bargaining, which made the system more efficient. 
Had full jury trials been required to convict it would have been 
impossible for the criminal justice apparatus to cope with the mas-
sive increase in criminal prosecutions.
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October 2015 
History and Memoir 
1 -59403-847-3 
978-1 -59403-847-1 
6  ×  9˝  /  256  pages 
trade paperback /  $16 .99

John V. Lindsay was elected mayor of New York City in  
 1965. But that year’s mayoral campaign will forever be 

known as the William F. Buckley, Jr. campaign. “As a candi-
date,” Joseph Alsop conceded, “Buckley was cleverer and 
livelier than either of his rivals.” And Murray Kempton con-
cluded that “The process which coarsens every other man 
who enters it has only refined Mr. Buckley.”

A midcentury classic, Buckley’s The Unmaking of a 
Mayor is a time capsule of the political atmosphere of 
America in the spring of 1965. Buckley diagnoses the mul-
titude of ills that plagued New York and other major cities: 
crime, narcotics, transportation, racial bias, mismanage-
ment, taxes, and the problems of housing, police, and edu-
cation. His nimble dissection of these issues constitutes an 
excellent primer of conservative thought.

A good pathologist, Buckley shows that the diseases 
afflicting New York City in 1965  were by no means of a 
unique strain, and compares them with issues that beset 
the nation at large. Buckley offers a prescient vision of the 
Republican party and America’s two-party system that will 
be of particular interest to today’s reader. The Unmaking of 
a Mayor ends with a wistful glance at what might have been 
in 1965.

William F. Buckley, Jr. was born in New York City in 1925. 
He founded National Review magazine in 1955. He was the 
author of more than 40 books, and was the host for more than 
30 years of the television show Firing Line. He died in 2008.

William F. Buckley, Jr.
foreword by  

joe scarborough

The Unmaking of a Mayor
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The first press conference. The birds and beasts were 
there—reporters, several dozen of them; television cameras 

from all the networks; newscasters from all the radio stations. The 
meeting was at the Overseas Press Club. Neal Freeman, a young 
man (twenty-four) of enormous talent and savvy who had worked at 
National Review during the preceding two years, was in charge of the 
arrangements. It had been decided that the Conservative Party 
would not officially participate in the press conference because to 
do so would be to anticipate the Conservative Party’s ratification of 
my candidacy, which would have been improper. So that it was, for-
mally speaking, just myself and Freeman. 

A half-hour before the thing began, looking over one of the hun-
dred copies of my prepared announcement, I suddenly noticed that 
by error the stenographer had reproduced an early rather than my 
finished draft. Everyone in the office of National Review was trans-
formed, during the ensuing minutes, into typists, stencil-cutters, 
mimeographers, Xeroxers, as we rushed to put together at least a 
half-dozen copies to give out to those at the press conference with 
the most pressing deadlines. The few minutes that were to be given 
over to a hasty conference to attempt to anticipate the most embar-
rassing questions the press might ask (“What exactly did Senator 
Goldwater say to you when you spoke to him?” “Why didn’t you 
oppose John Lindsay in the Republican primary?” “Who will com-
pose the balance of your ticket?”) were spent typing copy, in some 
cases hunt-and-peck, stapling, collating.

It was a terribly hot day. The large room was without air-condi-
tioning. Twice I began, twice the television crews stopped me as 
they made adjustments. Finally, “Okay, go ahead.”

I began again:
I propose to run for Mayor of New York.
I am a Republican. And I intend, for so long as I find it possible to 

do so—which is into the visible future—to remain a Republican. I 
seek the honorable designation of the Conservative Party, because 
the Republican designation is not, in New York, available nowadays 
to anyone in the mainstream of Republican opinion. As witness the 
behavior of the Republican Party’s candidate, Mr. John Lindsay, 
who, having got hold of the Republican Party, now disdains the 
association; and spends his days, instead, stressing his acceptability 
to the leftwardmost party in New York, the Liberal Party.
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T H E  F O R G O T T E N 

P O W E R  O F  T H E 

A M E R I C A N 
I D E A

C O M M O N  

S E N S E  

N A T I O N

ROBERT  
CURRY

October 2015 
History 
1 -59403-825-2 
978-1 -59403-825-9 
6  ×  9˝  /  152  Pages   
Cloth /  $23 .99 

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.”  

This sentence is perfectly familiar. We know it as a 
core principle of our founding. But few, if any of us 

consider why Jefferson wrote it in exactly this way. Why 
“unalienable rights” and not simply rights? Why “self-evi-
dent” truths and not simply truths? Why does the Declara-
tion make these distinctions? Do they really matter?

If these questions are challenging or Jefferson’s words 
seem esoteric, it is because we no longer conduct our poli-
tics in the language of the Founders and we are no longer 
able to think as they once thought. In Congress and the 
media, political arguments are advanced by a torrent of 
policy studies and “expert” opinions—not on the basis of 
self-evident truths, unalienable rights, and definitely not in 
the language of the Founders.

Common Sense Nation is a potent re-introduction to the 
political ideas of the Founders—in their own words and on 
their terms. It is dedicated to the proposition that the only 
way to fully unlock the profound and distinctive power of 
American self-government is to understand it as its inven-
tors did. Common Sense Nation reclaims the language of 
liberty from entities that prefer to interpret our freedoms 
for us. For in knowing the Founders as they knew them-
selves, readers will learn the surprising depths of their own 
political powers as American citizens. 

Robert Curry serves on the Board of Directors of the Cla-
remont Institute. His reviews and articles have appeared in 
the Claremont Review of Books, The Federalist, The Ameri-
can Thinker, and elsewhere.

Robert Curry
introduction by  

Victor Davis Hanson

Common Sense Nation
Unlocking the Forgotten Power  
of the American Idea
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At the age of 25 in 1776, Madison was a newly-elected dele- 
 gate appointed to the committee to prepare a constitution 

and a declaration of rights for Virginia. Because of his youth and 
junior status, he kept a very low profile on the committee—until the 
work on the declaration of rights came to the issue of religious con-
science. George Mason, who dominated the committee’s proceed-
ings, proposed “the fullest Toleration in the exercise of religion.” 

But toleration did not go nearly far enough for Madison, and 
Mason’s proposal aroused him to action. He proposed instead that 
religious liberty be declared, in his words, “a natural and absolute 
right.” 

Madison, you see, was a true revolutionary. The Revolution for 
him was not simply a matter of replacing the Colonial government 
with a new, indigenous government in order to address issues of 
taxation and trade and, like the Virginia colony, enact its own Tol-
eration Act. The Bill of Rights makes this clear. Drafted by Madison, 
it forbade Congress even to legislate about an established religion. 
America was not going to have an official and preferred religion. 
Here are the first ten words of the Bill of Rights, as found in the First 
Amendment: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion. . .” 

Madison was fighting for a radical re-conception of the relation-
ship of mankind and the state. For Madison, liberty of conscience is 
a natural and unalienable right of the individual. And, according to 
the Founders, so it is for all of our rights. The eminent philosopher 
Daniel Robinson got it just right in his brilliant paper “Do the people 
of the United States form a nation?” 

The rights in question are not the gift of enlightened govern-
ment nor an offshoot of the Magna Carta, nor some sort of 
compact or social contract. The rights were there all along, 
and no government can claim validity or authenticity or the 
fidelity of the governed unless it is based on just this 
recognition.

“The rights were there all along.” That is to say, our rights are 
inherent, part of our nature as human beings, unalienable. 

In order to understand the Founders, we need to recognize their 
intent: to design America’s government guided by this new under-
standing of the nature of our rights, and, insofar as possible, to 
design government so as to protect and preserve those rights. 
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A  F O R G O T T E N

V I R T U E

November 2015 
Current Affairs  &  Politics 
1 -59403-827-9 
978-1 -59403-827-3 
6  x  9  /  408  Pages 
Cloth /  $27 .99 

What is social justice? For Friedrich Hayek, it was a 
mirage—a meaningless, ideological, incoherent, 

vacuous cliché. He believed the term should be avoided, 
abandoned, and allowed to die a natural death. For its pro-
ponents, social justice is a catchall term that can be used to 
justify any progressive-sounding government program. It 
endures because it venerates its champions and brands its 
opponents as supporters of social injustice, and thus as 
enemies of humankind. As an ideological marker, social 
justice always works best when it is not too sharply defined.

In Social Justice Isn’t What You Think It Is, Michael Novak 
and Paul Adams seek to clarify the true meaning of social 
justice and to rescue it from its ideological captors. In 
examining figures ranging from Rosmini, Hayek and Abra-
ham Lincoln, to Popes Leo XIII, John Paul II, and Francis, 
the authors reveal that social justice is not a synonym for 
“progressive” government as we have come to believe. 
Rather, it is a virtue rooted in Catholic social teaching and 
developed as an alternative to the unchecked power of the 
state. For big government, they argue, is too out of touch 
with the millions of individual wills at play in society and 
too domineering for their own humane intentions. 

In this surprising reinterpretation, “social justice” rep-
resents an immensely powerful virtue for nurturing per-
sonal responsibility and building the human communities 
that can counter the widespread surrender to an ever-
growing state. 

Michael Novak is distinguished visiting professor at Ave 
Maria University in Florida, after thirty-two years in the chair 
in religion and public policy at the American Enterprise Insti-
tute in Washington, DC. 

Paul Adams is professor emeritus of social work at the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i. 

Michael Novak 
and Paul Adams

Social Justice Isn’t  
What You Think It Is
Rescuing a Forgotten Virtue
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Un t i l  t h e  1 9 3 0 s, most education in America, especially  
 in Sunday school, at the YMCA, and through the McGuffey  

Readers in the schools, concentrated on training in character, on 
bringing up Americans of sound habits. Why? Because if people do 
not know how to manage their passions and emotions when they 
make decisions, they cannot govern themselves. “Confirm thy soul 
in self-control,” runs the old hymn; “Thy liberty in law.” Citizens who 
cannot practice self-control cannot succeed at republican self- 
government. Without self-controlled citizens, the American experi-
ment must fail.

To return to the main theme: Virtue is something you have to 
learn and master through practice. True, some people are seeming 
“naturals” in some of their actions and hardly have to learn a new 
habit; it is gift they are born with. For others, this or that virtue is a 
hard-earned modification of the person. Once attained, it is a stable 
characteristic of an individual. George Washington had a combus-
tible temper when he was young, but by middle age he had disci-
plined it to his legendary calm.

Now, is social justice such a virtue? As Friedrich Hayek points 
out, most of those who use the term today do not talk about what 
individuals can do. They talk about what government can do. They 
talk about social justice as a characteristic of political states. They 
mean, in particular, situations of inequality, to be remedied by state-
enforced redistribution. In most modern progressive usage, the cry 
for social justice is not a cry for greater virtue on the part of the citi-
zenry. Indeed, the citizenry is deemed to lack sufficient virtue to such 
an extent that the state must intervene, and effect by coercion the 
redistribution that individuals lack the virtue to effect on their own.

In brief, Hayek’s challenge is the following: Either the modern 
term “social justice” refers to a virtue to be practiced by individu-
als—in which case it retains its claim to the traditional language of 
virtue—or else it refers to a state of affairs in society, in which case it 
is not about individuals or their habits at all. The problem, then, 
boils down to this: if social justice is not a virtue, its claim to moral 
standing falls flat.
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The Obama Administration’s 

Unprecedented Assault on the 

Constitution and the Rule of  Law

DAV I D  E .  B E R N S T E I N

november 2015 
Current Affairs  &  Politics 
1 -59403-833-3 
978-1 -59403-833-4 
6  ×  9˝  /  184  Pages   
Cloth /  $23 .99  

President Barack Obama has presided over one 
constitutional debacle after another, with his adminis-

tration brazenly ignoring the rule of law whenever Congress 
fails to rubberstamp his initiatives. When confronted with 
this legacy of law-breaking, Obama can only muster a 
taunt, “so sue me!” 

It wasn’t supposed to be this way.  Obama ran for presi-
dent in 2008 as a candidate whose administration would 
prioritize respect for the Constitution and the rule of law 
after years of perceived neglect.

In Lawless, David E. Bernstein traces how and why Can-
didate Obama’s promises fell to the wayside in a presiden-
tial administration marked by serial betrayals of the 
Constitution. Bernstein examines the full litany of Obama’s 
illicit activities, including illegally bombing Libya, legaliz-
ing millions of illegal immigrants after Congress rejected 
legislation designed to do so, ignoring, amending, and delay-
ing provisions of Obamacare to suit his political conve-
nience, and otherwise making a mockery of the president’s 
constitutional duty to faithfully execute the nation’s laws. 

From illegal bailouts for auto worker unions to national-
izing elementary education without congressional vote, 
from harassment of political opponents to clampdowns on 
religious freedom, the Obama Administration has set dan-
gerous precedents more appropriate for a banana republic 
than the United States of America.  Even as the U.S. swings 
into the next election season, Bernstein warns that Con-
gress, the courts, and the next president must decisively 
reject Obama’s lawlessness, or our constitutional system 
will suffer permanent damage. 

David E. Bernstein is the George Mason University Foun-
dation Professor at the George Mason University School of 
Law in Arlington, Virginia. 

David E. Bernstein Lawless
The Obama Administration’s Unprecedented Assault 

on the Constitution and the Rule of Law
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Even as the partisan political divide continues to widen, one  
 thing has long united Democratic and Republican presi-

dents—aggressively expanding presidential prerogatives at the 
expense of Congress. Presidents are naturally inclined to test the 
legal and political limits of their power. In part, this is because poli-
ticians naturally desire to get as much political power as they can. 
But in part, it’s because the Constitution’s original design has been 
upended by the evolution of American politics. 

Congress, not the president, is supposed to have primary respon-
sibility for most lawmaking. In practice, however, the public gives 
the president credit and assigns him blame for everything that hap-
pens under his watch. Presidents want to have as much control as 
possible over their political fate, even if that means illegally expand-
ing their own authority at the expense of Congress. 

Moreover, Congress has found it politically convenient to pass 
vague, broad laws. The laws give the president and his underlings 
the authority to work out the details, providing many opportunities 
for abuse. Finally, the rise of the United States as the greatest mili-
tary power in the world has concentrated power in the president 
because he is the commander-in-chief of the American military. 
Congress, meanwhile, has rarely tried to limit this power.

The result since at least the Theodore Roosevelt administration 
in the early twentieth century has been an ever-expanding “imperial 
presidency.” Congress enacted a series of reforms in the 1970s after 
the Watergate scandal and the Vietnam War to try to curb presiden-
tial excesses and reassert Congress’s authority. These reforms have 
been largely ineffective, and the president’s power has continued to 
grow under both Democratic and Republican presidents. The 
George W. Bush administration was especially aggressive in claim-
ing unilateral authority over military and foreign affairs. military 
and foreign affairs. 

To some extent, then, the Obama administration has simply 
continued trends inherited from its predecessors. Obama, however, 
has asserted broad presidential prerogative across an unusually 
wide range of policy areas. As one liberal law professor puts it, “while 
Obama did not create the uber-presidency, he has pushed it to a 
new level of autonomy and authority.”



The United States is a nation in crisis. While Wash-
ington’s ability to address our most pressing chal-

lenges has been rendered nearly impotent by ongoing 
partisan warfare, we face an array of foreign-policy crises 
for which we seem increasingly unprepared. Among these, 
none is more formidable than the unprecedented partner-
ship developing between Russia and China, suspicious 
neighbors for centuries and fellow Communist antagonists 
during the Cold War. The two longtime foes have drawn 
increasingly close together because of a confluence of geo-
strategic, political, and economic interests—all of which 
have a common theme of subverting American power. 

While America’s influence around the world recedes—
in its military and diplomatic power, in its political lever-
age, in its economic might, and in the power and appeal 
of its ideas—Russia and China have seen their influence 
increase. From their support for rogue regimes to their mil-
itary and nuclear buildups to their aggressive use of cyber 
warfare and intelligence theft, Moscow and Beijing are play-
ing the game for keeps. Meanwhile America, pledging to 
“leading from behind,” no longer does much leading at all. 

The Russia-China Axis chronicles the growing threat 
from the Russian-Chinese Axis, and argues that only a 
rebirth of American global leadership can counter the cor-
rosive impact of this antidemocratic alliance, which may 
soon threaten the peace and security of the world. 

Douglas E.  Schoen is a regular contributor to the Wall 
Street Journal, the Washington Post, and various other 
newspaper and online publications as well as Fox News. He is 
based in New York City. 

Melik Kaylan  has written about international politics 
and culture for the Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, and Forbes. 
He is based in New York. 

Douglas E. Schoen 
and Melik Kaylan

The Russia-China Axis
The New Cold War and  
America’s Crisis of Leadership
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During the Six Day War of 1967, polls showed that 
Americans favored the Israelis over the Arabs by over-

whelming margins. In Europe, support for Israel ran even 
higher. In the United Nations Security Council, a British 
resolution essentially gave Israel the terms of peace it 
sought and when the Arabs and their Soviet supporters 
tried to override the resolution in the General Assembly, 
they fell short of the necessary votes.

Fast forward 40 years and Israel has become perhaps 
the most reviled country in the world. Although Americans 
have remained constant in their sympathy for the Jewish 
state, almost all of the rest of the world treats Israel as a 
pariah.

What caused this remarkable turnabout? Making David 
into Goliath traces the process by which material pressures 
and intellectual fashions reshaped world opinion of Israel. 
Initially, terrorism, oil blackmail, and the sheer size of Arab 
and Muslim populations gave the world powerful induce-
ments to back the Arab cause. Then, a prevalent new para-
digm of leftist orthodoxy, in which class struggle was 
supplanted by the noble struggles of people of color, cre-
ated a lexicon of rationales for taking sides against Israel. 
Thus, nations can behave cravenly while striking a high-
minded pose in aligning themselves on the Middle East 
conflict. 

Joshua Muravchik, a Fellow at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity School of Advanced International Studies. He lives in 
Washington, D.C.

Joshua MuravchikMaking David into Goliath
How the World Turned Against Israel
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This is the personal story of Teresa R. Wagner, attor-
ney, professor, wife and mother who took the Univer-

sity of Iowa College of Law to court for political 
discrimination based on her conservative and pro-life 
views. It is an account of one woman’s determination to 
speak truth to power, how her struggle affected her and her 
family, and how she was ultimately vindicated by a unani-
mous jury and by two decisions of the Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals and then by the United States Supreme Court. 

Along the way, Wagner exposes the self-interest, crony-
ism, hypocrisy and bad faith of those in legal education and 
the justice system—from state law schools to the Attorney 
General’s Office and by trial judges in both state and fed-
eral court—all of whom favor the establishment which pro-
duced them over the ordinary citizen. Wagner closes with 
real proposals for real reform, both short and long-term, 
while warning readers that those who benefit from the cur-
rent system will fight hardest to preserve it.

This book is a must read for anyone interested in law 
and policy and especially for recent and future graduates of 
the nation’s law schools, who have perhaps the most to lose 
in what Colorado law professor Paul Campos calls the “law 
school scam.” 

Teresa R.  Wagner is a former lobbyist with the National 
Right to Life Committee, and a former Legal Analyst for the 
Family Research Council. 

Teresa R. Wagner Academic Injustices
One Woman's Fight Against Bias in Higher 
Education and the Law
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Why is it that so many efforts by liberals to lift the 
black underclass not only fail, but often harm the 

intended beneficiaries?
In Please Stop Helping Us, Jason L. Riley examines how 

well-intentioned welfare programs are in fact holding black 
Americans back. Minimum-wage laws may lift earnings for 
people who are already employed, but they price a dispro-
portionate number of blacks out of the labor force. Affir-
mative action in higher education is intended to address 
past discrimination, but the result is fewer black college 
graduates than would otherwise exist. And so it goes with 
everything from soft-on-crime laws, which make black 
neighborhoods more dangerous, to policies that limit 
school choice out of a mistaken belief that charter schools 
and voucher programs harm the traditional public schools 
that most low-income students attend.

In theory these efforts are intended to help the poor—
and poor minorities in particular. In practice they become 
massive barriers to moving forward.

Please Stop Helping Us lays bare these counterproduc-
tive results. People of goodwill want to see more black 
socioeconomic advancement, but in too many instances 
the current methods and approaches aren’t working. 
Acknowledging this is an important first step. 

Jason L.  Riley is an editorial board member of the Wall 
Street Journal, where he has worked since 1994, and a Fox 
News contributor. He lives in suburban New York City with his 
wife and three children. 

Jason L. RileyPlease Stop Helping Us
How Liberals Make It Harder  

for Blacks to Succeed
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If there has been a unifying theme of Barack Obama’s  
 presidency, it is the inexorable growth of the adminis-

trative state. Its expansion has followed a pattern: First, 
expand federal powers beyond their constitutional limits. 
Second, delegate those powers to agencies and away from 
elected politicians in Congress. Third, insulate civil servants 
from politics and accountability. Since its introduction in 
American life by Woodrow Wilson in the 20th Century, the 
administrative state’s has steadily undermined democratic 
self-government, reduced the sphere of individual liberty, 
and burdened the free market and economic growth.

In Liberty’s Nemesis, Dean Reuter and John Yoo collect 
the brightest political minds in the country to expose this 
explosive, unchecked growth of power in government 
agencies ranging from health care to climate change, finan-
cial markets to immigration, and more. Many Americans 
have rightly shared the Founders’ fear of excessive lawmak-
ing, but Liberty’s Nemesis is the first book to explain why 
the concentration of power in administrative agencies in 
particular is the greatest – and most overlooked – threat to 
our liberties today. 

If we fail to curb it, our constitutional republic might eas-
ily devolve into something akin to the statist governments of 
Europe. President Obama’s ongoing efforts to encourage 
just such a devolution, and the problems his administration 
faces as a consequence, present a critical opportunity to 
defend the original vision of the Constitution. 

Dean Reuter is a senior staff member of the Federalist 
Society, the premier conservative and libertarian legal group 
in the country.

John Yoo is a law professor at the University of California, 
Berkeley, a scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, and 
a former Bush Justice Department official. 

Dean Reuter  
and John Yoo 

Liberty’s Nemesis
Obama’s Unchecked Expansion of the State
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What explains the unprecedented results of the May 
2014 European elections? Why are long-established 

political parties in steep decline throughout Europe while 
protest parties ranging all the way from the far-right to the 
mainstream to the far-left are on the rise? Do the European 
elections portend real change in Europe, or will the politi-
cal elites succeed in further pursuing their agenda of creat-
ing a unified Europe without accountability to voters? 

The New Totalitarian Temptation: How the European 
Union Undermines Democracy is a must-read for those who 
wish to understand the EU at its core. This is the first book 
to fully expose the EU’s commitment to the utopian ideol-
ogy of global governance, and its ambition to achieve an 
unprecedented “world peace” by establishing a new, ill-
defined global order that would be essentially unaccount-
able to nation-states and their citizens. 

The New Totalitarian Temptation explains how the EU 
has become inherently anti-democratic and unimpeded by 
electorates who do not sign on to their utopian vision. It 
shows how the EU seeks to transform not just the world 
order, but also remake the very lives of its citizens by pro-
moting policies that deny tradition, local communities, 
and the basic constancy of human nature. Most dangerous 
of all, by seeking a global order in which the sovereign pow-
ers of all nation-states, including the United States, are 
severely curtailed, the EU is putting the world’s most 
important alliance—that of America and Europe—at risk. 

Todd Huizinga is Director of International Outreach for 
the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty in 
Grand Rapids, MI. He is currently also a research fellow of 
Calvin College’s Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of Chris-
tianity and Politics. 

Todd HuizingaThe New Totalitarian 
Temptation

How the European Union Undermines Democracy
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In January 2015, Muslim terrorists massacred cartoon- 
 ists and writers at the Paris offices of the satirical maga-

zine Charlie Hebdo, proclaiming to be avenging Islam’s 
prophet, whom the magazine had lampooned. The jihadist 
rampage also included the murders of hostages at a kosher 
market and police officers, sparking widespread rallies. 
Government leaders—with the notable exception of Presi-
dent Obama—flocked to France to join millions of citizens 
carrying “Je Suis Charlie” signs in support of free expres-
sion. But was the support genuine?

In this Broadside, Andrew C. McCarthy explains how 
leading Islamists have sought to supplant free expression 
with the blasphemy standards of Islamic law, gaining the 
support of Western governments, particularly the U.S. But 
free speech is the lifeblood of a functioning democratic 
society and is especially critical to the formulation of 
national-security policy—to our capacity to understand, 
protect ourselves from, and ultimately defeat our enemies. 

Andrew C. McCarthy, a former top federal prosecutor, is 
a senior fellow at the National Review Institute, a contributing 
editor at National Review, and a columnist for PJ Media. He 
is author of the best sellers Willful Blindness: A Memoir of 
the Jihad and The Grand Jihad: How Islam and the Left Sab-
otage America. His most recent book is Faithless Execution: 
Building the Political Case for Obama’s Impeachment.

Andrew C. McCarthy Islam and Free Speech
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Recep Tayyip  Erdogan, the Islamist president of Turkey 
who has systematically dismantled that country’s secular, pro-

Western system, similarly pronounces that pressuring Muslims to 
assimilate in the West “is a crime against humanity.”

Free expression is the gateway to assimilation. Consequently, 
radical Islam cannot tolerate it.

As a result, France is now rife with zones urbaines sensibles—
“sensitive urban areas.” The government officially lists some 751 of 
them: Islamic enclaves in the banlieues, often referred to as no-go 
zones because the indigenous populations discourage the presence 
of non-Muslims who do not conform to Islamic standards of dress 
and social interaction, and of public officials – police, firefighters, 
emergency medical teams, and building inspectors – who are seen 
as symbols of the state’s effort to exercise sovereignty in areas that 
Muslims seek to possess adversely.

Some of those zones inevitably evolve into hotbeds of jihadist 
activity. As the Gatestone Institute’s Soeren Kern notes, citing a 
report by the Middle East Media Research Institute, there has been 
no shortage of Internet traffic suggesting, for example, “the killing of 
France’s ambassadors, just as the ‘manly’ Libyan fighters killed the 
U.S. ambassador in Benghazi.” In a low-intensity jihadist thrum 
stretching back several years, the torching of automobiles has 
become commonplace: as many as 40,000 cars are burned annually. 
Perhaps most alarmingly, over a thousand French Muslims, more 
than from any other Western country, are estimated to have trav-
eled to Syria to fight for ISIS – meaning many will return to the 
country as trained, battle-hardened jihadists. Beyond the direct ISIS 
participants, moreover, the Washington Post has reported that a 
recent poll found 16 percent of French citizens expressing some 
degree of support for ISIS – an organization whose rule over the vast 
territory it has seized is best known for decapitations, rapine, burn-
ing prisoners alive, the execution of homosexuals, mass graves, and 
the enslavement of non-Muslim communities.

Once one grasps the voluntary-apartheid strategy, it becomes 
obvious why radical Islam’s inroads in France, and elsewhere in 
Europe, seamlessly translate into demands for the enforcement of 
sharia’s curbs on speech and artistic expression. What is not so 
obvious is just what a profound challenge to the West this 
constitutes.



26 Hardcover

encounter books 
2015

March 2015 
Psychology 
1 -59403-787-6 
978-1 -59403-787-0 
5  ½ ×  8  ½"  /  125  pages 
Cloth /  $21 .50 

If all the antidepressants and anxiolytics in the world  
 were thrown into the sea, as Oliver Wendell Holmes 

once suggested, if all psychologists ceased to practice, if all 
university departments of psychology were closed down, if 
all psychological research were abandoned, would Man-
kind be the loser or the gainer, the wiser or the more fool-
ish? Would his self-understanding be any the less? Would 
his life be any the worse? 

In his latest polemic, Theodore Dalrymple argues that 
most psychological explanations of human behavior are 
not only ludicrously inadequate oversimplifications that 
often ignore the most obvious evidence, but they are also 
socially harmful in allowing those who believe in them to 
blame their personal distress on their childhood, genes, 
neurochemistry, or evolutionary pressures—among a mul-
titude of other possibilities.

Admirable Evasions exposes how the fashionable 
schools of thought in psychology, while each claiming to 
have achieved deeper insight into human nature than ever 
before, in fact push further away from the honest self-
examination that is necessary in the formation of human 
character. Instead, argues Dalrymple, they promote the shal-
low psychobabble of self-obsession without self-examination 
and the gross overuse of medicines that affect the mind. 

Admirable Evasions also considers the metaphysical 
objections to the assumptions of psychology, and proposes 
that literature is a far more illuminating window into the 
human condition than psychology will ever hope to be. 

Theodore Dalrymple is a retired physician and psychi-
atrist. He is a contributing editor of City Journal and frequent 
contributor to the London Spectator and The New Criterion. 
He lives in Banne, France. 

Theodore Dalrymple Admirable Evasions
How Psychology Undermines Morality
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The world has seldom been as dangerous as it is 
now. Rogue regimes—governments and groups that 

eschew diplomatic normality, sponsor terrorism, and pro-
liferate nuclear weapons—challenge the United States 
around the globe. Because sanctions and military action 
are so costly, the American strategy of first resort is dia-
logue, on the theory that “it never hurts to talk to enemies.” 
Seldom is conventional wisdom so wrong. 

In Dancing with the Devil, Michael Rubin traces the his-
tory of American diplomacy with North Korea, Iran, Iraq, 
Libya, the Taliban’s Afghanistan, Pakistan and even terror-
ist groups like the PLO in the 70s and 80s, Hamas and Hez-
bollah, to demonstrate that engagement with rogue 
regimes always comes at a high price.

Rubin explains how the argument in favor of negotia-
tion with rogues and terrorists is suffused with moral 
equivalence—after all, one man’s terrorist is another man’s 
freedom fighter—but rarely does the disastrous record of 
this strategy come under serious examination.

Dancing with the Devil shows that rogue regimes all 
have one thing in common: they pretend to be aggrieved in 
order to put Western diplomats on the defensive. Whether 
in Pyongyang, Tehran, or Islamabad, rogue leaders under-
stand that the West rewards bluster with incentives and 
that for U.S. State Department the spectacle of negotia-
tions often means more than results. 

Michael Rubin  is a former Pentagon official, is a resident 
scholar at the American Enterprise Institute and a senior lec-
turer at the Naval Postgraduate School. 

Michael RubinDancing with the Devil
The Perils of Engaging Rogue Regimes
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What we think of as liberalism today—the top and 
bottom coalition we associate with President 

Obama—began not with Progressivism or the new deal, 
but rather in the wake of the post-WWI disillusionment 
with American society. 

The Revolt Against the Masses explores the inner life of 
American liberalism over the past 90 years, beginning with 
liberalism’s foundational writers and thinkers—such as 
Herbert Croly, Randolph Bourne, H. G. Wells, Sinclair 
Lewis, and H.L. Mencken—who despised the new worlds of 
mass production, mass politics, and mass culture. These 
liberals sought to establish a true aristocracy that would 
serve as a counterpoint to the debasements of modern 
society. It was then in the seminal 1920s, that the strong 
strain of snobbery and contempt for the middle class, so 
pervasive today in the Hamptons, the New Yorker, HBO, 
and the Sierra Club, first defined liberalism. 

Today’s brand of Barack Obama liberalism has gone 
further, displacing the old Main Street middle class with 
public sector workers, crony capitalists, and those elite 
arbiters of style and taste Siegel calls the liberal gentry. The 
Revolt Against the Masses explains how this came to be and 
why liberals continue to insist they act on behalf of the best 
interests of the middle class, even if the damned fools don’t 
know it. 

Fred Siegel has written widely on American and Euro-
pean politics and was described as “the historian of the Amer-
ican city” in a November 2011 profile in the Wall Street 
Journal. A former senior fellow at the Progressive Policy Insti-
tute in Washington, D.C., Mr. Siegel is currently a scholar in 
residence at St. Francis College in Brooklyn and a senior fel-
low at the Manhattan Institute. He lives in Brooklyn, New 
York. 

Fred Siegel The Revolt Against the Masses
How Liberalism Has Undermined  
the Middle Class



29Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2015

May 2015 
Education 

1 -59403-791-4 
978-1 -59403-791-7 
6  ×  9"  /  136  pages 

trade paperback /  $14 .99

For decades, America invested ever-growing fortunes 
into its antiquated K-12 education system in exchange 

for steadily worse outcomes. At the same time, Americans 
spent more than they could afford on higher education, 
driven by the kind of cheap credit that fueled the housing 
crisis. The graduates of these systems were left unprepared 
for a global economy, unable to find jobs, and on the hook 
for student loans they could never repay. Economist Herb 
Stein famously said that something that can’t go on for-
ever, won’t. In the case of American education, it couldn’t-
and it didn’t.

In The Education Apocalypse, Glenn Harlan Reynolds 
explains how American education as we knew it collapsed—
and how we can all benefit from unprecedented power and 
freedom in the aftermath. From the advent of online edu-
cation to the rebirth of forgotten alternatives like appren-
ticeships, Reynolds shows students, parents, and educators 
how, beyond merely surviving the fallout, they can rethink 
and rebuild American education from the ground up.

Glenn Harlan Reynolds is the Beauchamp Brogan Dis-
tinguished Professor of Law at the University of Tennessee. He 
blogs at InstaPundit.com and writes for The Atlantic, Forbes, 
Popular Mechanics, the Wall Street Journal, and USA 
Today. He lives in Knoxville, TN. 

Glenn Harlan 
Reynolds

The Education Apocalypse
How It Happened and How to Survive It
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In a speech to high school graduates in Topeka, Kansas,  
 in May 2014, First Lady Michelle Obama told graduates, 

“I am so proud of all that you’ve accomplished. . . . And I 
cannot wait to see everything you will achieve in the years 
ahead.” But these days most young people born between 
the early 1980s and the beginning of the 21st century, 
known as millennials, have not known success—and 
achieving it will be far more difficult than they can even 
imagine.

Millennials are different from prior generations of 
Americans: they are the first whose prospects are lower 
than their parents. Many are giving up on finding work and 
dropping out of the labor force. In 2013, the percentage of 
young people employed or looking for work was the lowest 
since 1972. 

In Disinherited, Diana Furchtgott-Roth and Jared Meyer 
explain how our government is stealing from millennials, 
many of them not even old enough to vote, to pay for lavish 
services for their grandparents, who do vote. Disinherited 
reveals how our education system is leaving millennials ill-
equipped for college and buried under insurmountable 
mountains of debt. And Disinherited exposes how bad labor 
policy is discouraging young people from finding work. 

America’s young people are in a state of crisis engi-
neered, if accidentally, by their parents and grandparents. 
Their future can be saved, but only if our government’s 
betrayal comes to an end. Disinherited explains how. 

Diana Furchtgott-Roth is the director of Economics21 
and senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute for Policy 
Research. 

Jared Meyer is a policy analyst at the Manhattan Institute 
for Policy Research. 

Diana Furchtgott-Roth 
and Jared Meyer

Disinherited
How Washington Is Betraying  
America’s Young
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In the aftermath of World War II, America stood  
 alone as the world’s premier military power. Yet its 

martial confidence contrasted vividly with its sense of cul-
tural inferiority. Still looking to a defeated and dispirited 
Europe for intellectual and artistic guidance, the burgeon-
ing trans-national elite in New York and Washington 
embraced not only the war’s refugees, but many of their 
ideas as well, and nothing has proven more pernicious than 
those of the Frankfurt School and its reactionary philoso-
phy of “critical theory.” 

In The Devil’s Pleasure Palace, Michael Walsh describes 
how Critical Theory released a horde of demons into the 
American psyche. When everything could be questioned, 
nothing could be real, and the muscular, confident empiri-
cism that had just won the war gave way, in less than a gen-
eration, to a central-European nihilism celebrated on 
college campuses across the United States. Seizing the high 
ground of academe and the arts, the New Nihilists set about 
dissolving the bedrock of the country, from patriotism to 
marriage to the family to military service. They have sown, 
as Cardinal Bergoglio—now Pope Francis—once wrote of 
the Devil, “destruction, division, hatred, and calumny,” and 
all disguised as the search for truth.

The Devil’s Pleasure Palace exposes the overlooked 
movement that is Critical Theory and explains how it took 
root in America and, once established and gestated, has 
affected nearly every aspect of American life and society.

Michael Walsh, a former associate editor of Time maga-
zine, is the author of six novels and six works of nonfiction, as 
well as a columnist for the New York Post and a contributor 
to National Review and PJ Media. He was a winner of the 
2004 American Book Awards for his novel, And All the Saints. 

Michael WalshThe Devil’s Pleasure Palace
Critical Theory and the Assault  

on American Culture

Crit ical Theory and the 

Assault  on American Culture

M ich ae l  Wa l sh
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32 Trade Paperback

encounter books 
2015

june 2015 
history /  Political Science 
1 -59403-793-0 
978-1 -59403-793-1 
6  ×  9"  /  416  pages 
Trade Paperpack /  $17 .99

Most Americans believe that this country uniquely  
 protects liberty, that it does so because of its Con-

stitution, and that for this our thanks must go to the 
Founders, at their Convention in Philadelphia in 1787.

F. H. Buckley shatters these myths. America isn’t the fre-
est country around, according to the think tanks that study 
these things. And it’s not the Constitution that made it free, 
since parliamentary regimes are generally freer than presi-
dential ones. Moreover, what we think of as the Constitu-
tion, with its separation of powers, was not what the 
Founders had in mind. What they expected was a country 
in which Congress would dominate the government, and in 
which the president would play a much smaller role.

That is not the government we have today. Instead, we 
have what Buckley calls Crown government: the rule of an 
all-powerful president. America began in a revolt against 
one king, and today we see the dawn of a new kind of mon-
archy. What we have is what Founder George Mason called 
an “elective monarchy,” which he thought would be worse 
than the real thing.

Much of this is irreversible. Constitutional amend-
ments to redress the balance of power are extremely 
unlikely, and most Americans seem to have accepted, and 
even welcomed, Crown government. If there is a way out, it 
lies in Congress. But Congress must first regain the author-
ity and respect it has squandered. 

F.  H.  Buckley is the author of The Morality of Laughter 
(978-0-47209-818-7). A native Canadian, he lives in Alexan-
dria, Virginia and teaches at George Mason School of Law in 
Arlington, Virginia.

F. H. Buckley The Once and Future King
The Rise of Crown Government in America
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Are we on the cusp of détente with Iran? Conventional  
 wisdom certainly seems to believe so. In the after-

math of the interim nuclear deal struck in November 2013 
between the Islamic Republic and the P5+1 powers (the 
United States, France, England, Russia, China and Ger-
many), hopes are now running high for a historic reconcili-
ation between Iran’s clerical regime and the West. 

Yet there is already ample reason for skepticism that the 
United States and Europe can truly curb Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions by diplomatic means. Moreover, the current focus on 
Iran’s nuclear program on the part of Western governments 
is deeply dangerous, because it fails to recognize—let alone 
address—Iran’s other international activities, or its foreign 
policy ambitions. Those objectives, reveals Ilan Berman, are 
global in scope, and they are growing. 

Iran’s Deadly Ambition explains how America’s retrac-
tion from the Middle East has created significant breathing 
room for an Iranian regime that not long ago was on the 
political ropes. Economically, the Islamic Republic is “out 
of the box” that was erected over the past decade-and-a-
half by Western sanctions, thanks to the “interim” nuclear 
deal. As a result, Iran’s leaders are again thinking big about 
their country and its place in the world. America faces 
stark choices: to confront Iran’s nuclear ambitions and 
global activities, or to accept and accommodate the 
region’s newest hegemon, with all that that portends for 
American security and the safety of its allies. 

Ilan Berman is Vice President of the American Foreign 
Policy Council in Washington, DC. Mr. Berman is a member 
of the Associated Faculty at Missouri State University’s 
Department of Defense and Strategic Studies.

Ilan BermanIran’s Deadly Ambition
The Islamic Republic’s Quest  

for Global Power

I l a n  B e r m a n

The Is lamic Republic’s Quest  

for Global Power

I R A N ’ S  D E A D L Y  
A M B I T I O N
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In the excited aftermath of the 2008 election, many  
 pundits saw Barack Obama as a liberal messiah who 

would engineer a new era of liberal reform and cement a 
Democratic majority for decades to come. He would prove 
to be, they predicted, a Franklin Delano Roosevelt or a Lin-
coln for our time. It is clear now that Obama and his boost-
ers were deluding themselves.

President Obama came to power near the end of an era 
when America’s post-war system was beginning to come 
apart under the weight of slowing growth, mounting debt, 
the rising costs of entitlements, and political polarization. A 
new president, coming to power in the midst of the financial 
crisis, might have tried to consolidate that consensus by 
bringing off compromises to address these challenges. Presi-
dent Obama did very nearly the opposite.

In Shattered Consensus, James Piereson tells the story of 
the rise and decline of the political order that evolved in the 
1940s and 1950s around the role of the federal government 
in maintaining full employment at home and containing 
communism and promoting freedom abroad. That consen-
sus seemed so strong and durable during the 1950s that 
many historians and political analysts thought it was a per-
manent feature of American life. It came under heavy 
attack during the 1960s from both the left and the right. It 
held together—barely—during the Reagan and Clinton 
years, before coming apart altogether under Obama. 
Today, the effects of America’s shattered consensus are 
evident in all areas of American life, from politics and the 
economy to popular culture and higher education.

J a m e s  P i e r e s o n  is president of the William E. Simon 
Foundation and a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, 
where he directs the Center for the American University. He 
lives in New York City.

James Piereson Shattered Consensus
The Rise and Decline of  
America’s Post-War Political Order

Shattered
ConSenSuS

The Rise and Decline of
America’s Postwar Political Order

J A m e s  P i e R e s O n

Shattered
ConSenSuS
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Th e  N i x o n  E f f e c t  examines the 37th president’s 
political legacy and makes clear, for the first time, the 

breadth and duration of Richard Nixon’s influence on 
American political life. In this surprising book, longtime 
Democratic campaign pollster Douglas E. Schoen argues 
that in many ways Nixon is the key political figure in post-
war American politics.

Nixon’s legacy includes a generational shift in the ideo-
logical orientations of both the Republicans and Democrats 
that pushed both parties to their ideological poles. This, 
taken with Nixon’s scorched-earth political warfare and 
eventually his Watergate scandal, explains Schoen, cata-
lyzed the evolution of politics as war, where adversaries and 
ideological opponents are seen as unpatriotic or even evil. 

The Nixon Effect also examines the pioneering tactics—
from the identification of the Silent Majority to the Southern 
Strategy, from “triangulating” between both parties and 
claiming the political center to launching the culture war 
with attacks on “elites” in media, academia, and the courts—
that continue to define political strategy to this day. 

While other books have argued for Nixon’s importance, 
The Nixon Effect is the first to take into account the full 
range of this complicated man’s influence. Without dis-
counting Nixon’s misdeeds, Schoen treats his presidency 
and its importance with the seriousness—and evenhand-
edness—that the subject deserves. 

Douglas E.  Schoen has been one of the most influential 
Democratic campaign consultants for over thirty years. 
Schoen is a regular contributor to the Wall Street Journal, the 
Washington Post and Fox News. He lives in New York City. 

Douglas E. SchoenThe Nixon Effect
How His Presidency Has Changed  

American Politics

THE

NIXON
EFFECT

HOW HIS PRESIDENCY  

HAS CHANGED AMERICAN POLITICS

Douglas E. Schoen
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Throughout western history, the societies that have 
made the greatest contributions to the spread of free-

dom have created iconic works of art to celebrate their 
achievements. Yet despite the enduring appeal of works 
from the Parthenon to Michelangelo’s David to Picasso’s 
Guernica, histories of both art and democracy have ignored 
this phenomenon. Millions have admired the works of art 
covered in this book but relatively few know why they were 
commissioned, what was happening in the culture that 
produced them, and what they were meant to achieve. 
Even scholars who have worked on these objects for 
decades often miss the big picture as these works have 
been traditionally studied in isolation. 

In David’s Sling, Victoria Coates integrates the pursuits 
of creative excellence and human freedom to bring a fresh, 
new perspective into both lines of inquiry. David’s Sling 
places into context ten canonical works of art executed to 
commemorate the successes of free societies that exerted 
political and economic influence far beyond what might 
have been expected of them. The book fuses political and 
art history with a judiciously applied dose of creative 
reconstruction to craft a lively narrative around each key 
work of art and the free system that inspired it. David’s 
Sling tells their stories. 

Victoria Coates is a cultural historian who received her 
Ph.D. from The University of Pennsylvania specializing in Ital-
ian renaissance studies. She is also a senior fellow at the 
Commonwealth Foundation, an adjunct fellow at the Foun-
dation for Defense of Democracies and a consulting curator 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art. Dr. Coates lives in Philadel-
phia with her husband, two children and two dogs. 

Victoria Coates David’s Sling
A History of Democracy in Ten Works of Art

DAVID’S
SLING
A History

of  Democracy
in Ten Works

of  Art

Victor ia
Coates
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The Great Divide  
Why Liberals and 
Conservatives Will Never, 
Ever Agree  
William D. Gairdner  
January 2015 
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1 -59403-764-7 
978-1 -59403-764-1 
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Hidden Plain Sight  
What Really Caused the 
World’s Worst Financial 
Crisis—and Why It Could 
Happen Again  
Peter J. Wallison  
January 2015 
Economics 
1 -59403-770-1 
978-1 -59403-770-2 
6  ×  9"  /  368  pages 
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Men on Strike  
Why Men Are Boycotting 
Marriage, Fatherhood,  
and the American 
Dream—and Why It 
Matters  
Helen Smith, PhD  
December 2014 
Social  Science 
1 -59403-762-0 
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Saving Congress 
from Itself  
Emancipating the States 
and  
Empowering Their People  
James L. Buckley  
November 2014 
Political Science 
1 -59403-774-4 
978-1 -59403-774-0 
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Cloth /  $19 .99

Blood of Tyrants  
George Washington & the 
Forging of the Presidency  
Logan Beirne  
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American History / 
Biography 
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978-1 -59403-766-5 
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Open Immigration  
 Yay & Nay  
Alex Nowrasteh & Mark 
Krikorian  
November 2014 
Immigration Policy  / 
Political Science 
1 -59403-821-X 
978-1 -59403-821-1 
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Paper /  $7 .99

Suicide of the West  
An Essay on the Meaning 
and Destiny of Liberalism  
James Burnham  
October 2014 
Political Science / 
Cultural Criticism 
1 -59403-783-3 
978-1 -59403-783-2 
6  ×  9"  /  400  pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

A N  E S S A Y  O N  T H E  M E A N I N G  A N D
D E S T I N Y  O F  L I B E R A L I S M

SUICIDE
OF THE

WEST

JAMES BURNHAM
W I T H  A  N E W  F O R E W O R D  B Y

J O H N  O ’ S U L L I VA N
A N D  A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  B Y

R O G E R  K I M B A L L

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

Saving Congress
From Itself

E M A N C I P A T I N G  T H E  S T A T E S

&  E M P O W E R I N G  T H E I R  P E O P L E

James L. Buckley
✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

PETER J. WALLISON

WHAT REALLY CAUSED THE WORLD’S

AND WHY IT COULD HAPPEN AGAIN

WORST FINANCIAL CRISIS
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Flight of the Eagle  
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introductory note by  
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October 2014 
American History 
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Current Affairs  / 
Education 
1 -59403-819-8 
978-1 -59403-819-8 
4¾ ×  7"  /  104  pages 
Paper /  $7 .99

Freedom from 
Speech   
Greg Lukianoff  
September 2014 
Current Affairs  / 
Education 
1 -59403-807-4 
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Eclipse of Man  
Human Extinction and the 
Meaning of Progress  
Charles T. Rubin  
July  2014 
Science /  Philosophy 
1 -59403-736-1 
978-1 -59403-736-8 
6  ×  9"  /  200  Pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

The Inequality Hoax  
James Piereson   
August 2014 
Economics 
1 -59403-785-X 
978-1 -59403-785-6 
4¾ ×  7"  /  56  pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

What to Expect 
When No One’s 
Expecting  
America’s Coming 
Demographic Disaster  
Jonathan V. Last  
June 2014 
Current Affairs  / 
Sociology 
1 -59403-731 -0 
978-1 -59403-731 -3 
6  ×  9"  /  240  Pages  
Paper /  $15 .99 
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Faithless Execution  
Building the Political Case 
for Obama’s Impeachment  
Andrew C. McCarthy  
May 2014 
Current Affairs  / 
Political Science 
1 -59403-776-0 
978-1 -59403-776-4 
6  ×  9"  /  248 
Cloth /  $23 .99

WHAT
ADAM 
SMITH
KNEW

M O R A L  L E S S O N S  o n  C A P I T A L I S M 

ƒrom  I T S  G R E A T E S T  C H A M P I O N S 

and  F I E R C E S T  O P P O N E N T S

Edited by James R. Otteson

A n 

A D A M  S M I T H  S O C I E T Y 
R ea d e r

With a Foreword by Allan H. Meltzer
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Escape from North 
Korea  
The Untold Story of Asia’s 
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Unlearning Liberty  
Campus Censorship and 
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Why Place Matters  
Geography, Identity, and 
Culture in Modern 
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The Liberal Oasis  
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January 2014 
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978-1 -59403-755-9 
80  Pages 
E-book /  $0 .99
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978-1 -59403-746-7 
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How Imperial Academia 
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David Gelernter  
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American History / 
Political Science 
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978-1 -59403-708-5 
6  ×  9"  /  200  Pages 
Paper /  $15 .99 
Cloth 978-1 -59403-606-4

SMART
SOCIETY

PETER D. SALINS
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Enforce the Constitution’s 
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Clark M. Neily III  
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978-159403-696-5 
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The Inside Story of  
Roe v. Wade  
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Political Science / 
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978-1 -59403-692-7 
6  ×  9"  /  368  Pages  
Cloth /  $27 .99
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The Fall of South Vietnam, 
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George J. Veith  
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Military History / 
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Paper /  $19 .99 
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THE BLACK BOOK
OF THE

AMERICAN LEFT
A N  A N A T O M Y  O F  L E F T I S T  I L L U S I O N S ,  1 9 7 4 - 2 0 1 2
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Native Americans   
Patriotism, 
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978-1-59403-610-1  
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America 3.0   
Rebooting American 
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May 2013 
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978-1 -59403-643-9  
6  ×  9"  /  368  pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The Truth About 
Gun Control   
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april  2013 
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978-1 -59403-712-2  
4¾ ×  7"  /  48  Pages 
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The Untold Story of 
al-Qaeda and the Libyan 
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978-1-59403-682-8  
104 Pages / $14.99 
E-Book Only
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Watergate, the Saturday 
Night Massacre, and Other 
Adventures of a Solicitor 
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Robert H. Bork  
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Biography /  History 
1 -59403-681-0 
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The Illusion of Islamic 
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february 2013 
Current Affairs  / 
International 
Relations 
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168  Pages 
Paper /  $17 .99
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Economics  
1 -59403-637-3 
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The K-12 Implosion  
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January 2013 
Education  
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Paper /  $5 .99
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Israel through the Eyes of a 
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Memoir /  Religion  
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978-1 -59403-622-4 
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Affirmative Action and 
Our Continuing Racial 
Divide   
Russell K. Nieli   
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Political Science  
1 -59403-582-2 
978-1 -59403-582-1  
6  ×  9"  /  480  pages  
cloth /  $29 .95
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How Democracy Erodes 
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Kenneth Minogue  
November 2012 
Political Theory / 
Democracy 
1 -59403-636-5 
978-1 -59403-636-1 
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Paper /  $17 .99 
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The Road to Fatima 
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The Beirut Spring, the Rise 
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Michael J. Totten  
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History / Current Affairs 
1 -59403-642-X  
978-1 -59403-642-2 
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Paper /  $17 .99 
Cloth:  978-1 -59403-521-0

The Israel Test  
Why the World’s Most 
Beseiged State is a Beacon 
for Freedom Everywhere  
George Gilder  
october 2012 
History /  Middle East 
& Israel  
1 -59403-612-8 
978-1 -59403-612-5 
6  ×  9"  /  320  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99 
Cloth: 978-0-98007-635-6

Future Tense  
The Lessons of Culture in 
an Age of Upheaval  
Edited by Roger Kimball  
october 2012 
Political Science / 
Current Affairs 
1 -59403-634-9 
978-1 -59403-634-7 
6  ×  9"  /  240  Pages 
Cloth /  $23 .99

Who’s the Fairest 
of Them All?  
The Truth about 
Opportunity, Taxes, and 
Wealth in America  
Stephen Moore  
October 2012 
Economics  /  Political 
Science 
1 -59403-684-5 
978-1 -59403-684-2  
6  ×  9"  /  128  Pages 
cloth /  $21 .50

This Time We Win  
Revisiting the Tet Offensive  
James S. Robbins  
October 2012 
Military History 
1 -59403-638-1 
978-1 -59403-638-5 
6  ×  9"  /  364  Pages 
Trade Paperback / 
$17 .99 
Cloth ISBN: 
978-1 -59403-229-5

Never Enough   
America’s Limitless 
Welfare State  
William Voegeli   
october 2012  
Political Science / 
Welfare  
1 -59403-584-9 
978-1 -59403-584-5  
6  ×  9"  /  327  pages  
paper /  $17 .95

Regulating to 
Disaster  
How Green Jobs Policies 
Will Destroy America’s 
Economy  
Diana Furchtgott-Roth  
september 2012 
Business  &  Economics  
1 -59403-616-0 
978-1 -59403-616-3 
6  ×  9"  /  3 12  Pages 
cloth /  $23 .99
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A Matter of 
Principle  
 Conrad Black   
september 2012 
Memoir 
1 -59403-659-4 
978-1 -59403-659-0 
6  ×  9"  /  776  Pages 
Paper /  $19 .99

The Great Global 
Warming Blunder  
How Mother Nature Fooled 
the World’s Top  
Climate Scientists  
Roy W. Spencer  
september 2012 
Environmental Policy 
1 -59403-602-0 
978-1 -59403-602-6 
6  ×  9"  /  174  Pages 
Paper /  $15 .99 
Cloth /  $23 .99

The New Leviathan  
The State Versus the 
Individual in the Twenty-
First Century  
edited by Roger Kimball  
August 2012 
Political Science / 
Current Events 
1 -59403-632-2 
978-1 -59403-632-3 
5  ½ ×  ×  8  ½"  /  304  Pages 
Cloth /  $25 .99

The People v.  
the Democratic 
Party  
 Michael Walsh  
July  2012 
Politics  /  History 
1 -59403-661-6 
978-1 -59403-661-3 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  48  Pages 
Paper /  $5 .99

Who’s Counting?  
How Fraudsters and 
Bureaucrats  
Put Your Vote at Risk  
John Fund and  
Hans von Spakovsky  
August 2012 
Political Science / 
Elections 
1 -59403-618-7 
978-1 -59403-618-7 
6  ×  9"  /  298  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99

A Rat Is a Pig Is a 
Dog Is a Boy  
The Human Cost of the 
Animal Rights Movement  
Wesley J. Smith  
july  2012 
Political Science / Ethics  
1 -59403-614-4 
978-1 -59403-614-9 
6  ×  9"  /  336  Pages 
Paper /  $16 .99 
Cloth /  $25 .95

Athwart History  
Half a Century of Polemics,  
Animadversions, and 
Illuminations 
A William F. Buckley Jr. 
Omnibus  
Edited by Linda Bridges  
& Roger Kimball  
july  2012 
Political Science  
1 -59403-608-x 
978-1 -59403-608-8 
6  ×  9"  /  568  Pages 
Paper /  $19 .99 
Cloth /  $29 .95

The Higher 
Education Bubble  
 Glenn Harlan Reynolds   
June 2012 
Current Affairs  / 
Education  
1 -59403-665-9 
978-1 -59403-665-1 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  56  Pages  
Paper /  $5 .99
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The Dependency 
Agenda  
 Kevin D. Williamson  
May 2012 
Political Science / 
Welfare  
1 -59403-663-2 
978-1 -59403-663-7 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  56  Pages  
Paper /  $5 .99

Political Woman  
The Big Little Life of  
Jeane Kirkpatrick  
Peter Collier  
May 2012 
Political Biography / 
History 
1 -59403-604-7 
978-1 -59403-604-0 
6  ×  9"  /  368  Pages 
cloth /  $25 .99

The Jewish Odyssey 
of George Eliot  
 Gertrude Himmelfarb  
may 2012 
Literary Biography / 
History 
1 -59403-596-2 
978-1 -59403-596-8 
6  ×  9"  /  200  Pages 
Paper /  $15 .99 
Cloth /  $25 .99

A Time for 
Governing  
Policy Solutions from  
the Pages of National 
Affairs  
Edited by Yuval Levin  
and Meghan Clyne  
may 2012 
Political Science 
1 -59403-657-8 
978-1 -59403-657-6 
6  ×  9"  /  408  Pages 
Paper /  $17 .99

Peace, They Say  
A History of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, the Most 
Famous and Controversial 
Prize in the World  
Jay Nordlinger  
March 2012 
History /  Cultural 
Studies 
1 -59403-598-9 
978-1 -59403-598-2 
6  ×  9˝  /  400  Pages 
cloth /  $27 .99

Merchants of 
Despair  
Radical Environmentalists, 
Criminal Pseudo- 
Scientists, and the Fatal 
Cult of Antihumanism  
Robert Zubrin  
march 2012 
Science /  Political 
Science  
1 -59403-476-1 
978-1 -59403-476-3  
6  ×  9"  /  3 12  pages  
cloth /  $25 .95

The Case for 
Polarized Politics  
Why America Needs Social 
Conservatism  
Jeffrey Bell  
march 2012  
Political Science  
1 -59403-578-4 
978-1 -59403-578-4  
6  ×  9"  /  296  pages  
cloth /  $25 .95

The Grand Jihad  
How Islam and the Left 
Sabotage America  
Andrew C. McCarthy  
January 2012  
Law /  National 
Security  
1 -59403-580-6 
978-1 -59403-580-7  
6  ×  9"  /  472  pages  
paper /  $18 .95
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Obama’s Education 
Takeover   
Lance T. Izumi  
February 2012 
Education  
1 -59403-628-4 
978-1 -59403-628-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"/  48  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

Why the West 
is Best   
A Muslim Apostate's 
Defense of  
Liberal Democracy   
Ibn Warraq   
December 2011  
Cultural Criticism / 
Politics  
1 -59403-576-8 
978-1 -59403-576-0  
6  ×  9"  /  224  pages  
cloth /  $23 .95

The World Turned 
Upside Down   
The Global Battle over God, 
Truth, and Power   
Melanie Phillips   
December 2011  
Politics  /  Religion  
1 -59403-574-1 
978-1 -59403-574-6  
6  ×  9"  /  512  pages  
paper /  $18 .95

Why Progressive 
Institutions  
Are Unsustainable    
Richard A. Epstein   
November 2011 
Political Science 
1 -59403-626-8  
978-1 -59403-626-2 

4 ¾ × 7" /  56  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

Obama and the 
Crash of 2013    
Peter Ferrara    
November 2011  
Political Science / 
Economy 
1 -59403-624-1 
978-1 -59403-624-8 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  48  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

The People of 
the Book   
Philosemitism in England,  
from Cromwell to 
Churchill   
Gertrude Himmelfarb   
November 2011  
Jewish Studies  / 
History  
1 -59403-570-9 
978-1 -59403-570-8  
6  ×  9"  /  152  pages  
cloth /  $23 .95

The Fallacy of 
Net Neutrality    
Thomas Hazlett   
November 2011  
Regulation / 
Technology 
1 -59403-592-X  
978-1 -59403-592-0 

4 ¾ × 7" /  56  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

Money in a Free 
Society  
Keynes, Friedman, and the 
New Crisis in Capitalism  
Timothy Congdon  
November 2011 
economics 
1 -59403-524-5 
978-1 -59403-524-1 
6  ×  9"  /  552  pages 
cloth /  $29 .95
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Regulators 
Gone Wild  
How the EPA is Ruining 
American Industry  
Rich Trzupek  
october 2011 
political science / 
current affairs 
1 -59403-526-1 
978-1 -59403-526-5 
6  ×  9"  /  272  pages 
cloth /  $23 .95

The New Vichy 
Syndrome   
Why European 
Intellectuals Surrender to 
Barbarism   
Theodore Dalrymple   
October 2011  
Europe /  Political 
Science  
1 -59403-566-0 
978-1 -59403-566-1  
6  ×  9"  /  184  pages  
paper /  $15 .95

Why We Should 
Call Ourselves 
Christians   
The Religious Roots of Free 
Societies   
Marcello Pera   
September 2011  
Religion  
1 -59403-564-4 
978-1 -59403-564-7  
6  ×  9"  /  224  pages  
cloth /  $23 .95

A Century of 
Palestinian  
Rejectionism and 
Jew Hatred   
Sol Stern  
September 2011  
International 
Relations /  History 
1 -59403-620-9  
978-1 -59403-620-0 
4  ¾ ×  7"  /  48  pages  
paper /  $5 .99

Living the Call  
An Introduction to 
Lay Vocation  
Michael Novak & 
William E. Simon Jr.  
September 2011 
religion 
1 -59403-586-5 
978-159403-586-9 
6  ×  9"  /  184  pages 
Cloth /  $21 .95

Sovereignty or 
Submission   
Will Americans Rule 
Themselves or be Ruled by 
Others?   
John Fonte   
September 2011 
international 
relations / political 
science 
1 -59403-529-6 
978-1 -59403-529-6 
6  ×  9"  /  280  pages 
cloth /  $25 .95

Invisible Wealth   
The Hidden Story of How 
Markets Work   
Arnold Kling & Nick 
Schulz   
September 2011 
economics 
1 -59403-527-X 
978-1 -59403-527-2 
6  ×  9"  /  344  pages 
paper /  $16 .95

Confronting Terror   
9/11 and the Future of 
American National 
Security   
John Yoo & Dean Reuter   
August 2011  
Law /  Political 
Science  
1 -59403-562-8 
978-1 -59403-562-3  
6  ×  9"  /  240  pages  
cloth /  $23 .95
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What’s Wrong with 
Benevolence   
Happiness, Private 
Property, and the Limits of 
Enlightenment   
David Stove   
July  2011 
philosophy /  social 
science  
1 -59403-523-7 
978-1 -59403-523-4 
6  ×  9"  240  pages 
cloth /  $23 .95

Why America Needs 
School Choice    
Jay P. Greene  
Education 
July  2011 
1 -59403-594-6 
978-1 -59403-594-4 
4  ¾ ×  7"  56  pages  
paper $5 .99

Three Felonies 
a Day  
How the Feds Target  
the Innocent  
Harvey A. Silverglate  
law /  politics 
June 2011 
1 -59403-522-9 
978-1 -59403-522-7 
6  ×  9"  392  pages 
paper $17 .95

Treason of 
the Heart  
From Thomas Paine to  
Kim Philby  
David Pryce-Jones  
history /  political 
science  
may 2011 
1 -59403-528-8 
978-1 -59403-528-9 
6  ×  9"  272  pages 
cloth $23 .95

How the EPA’s 
Green Tyranny Is 
Stifling America   
Rich Trzupek  
Regulation 
May 2011 
1 -59403-588-1  
978-1 -59403-588-3 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Government Unions 
and the 
Bankrupting of 
America   
Daniel DiSalvo  
Political Science / 
Economics 
April  2011 
1 -59403-590-3  
978-1 -59403-590-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

After the Fall  
Saving Capitalism from 
Wall Street—and  
Washington  
Nicole Gelinas  
economics  /  current 
affairs 
April  2011 
1 -59403-525-3 
978-1 -59403-525-8 
6  ×  9"  256  pages 
paper $16 .95

Surviving Hell  
A POW’s Journey  
Leo Thorsness  
b iography /  history 
april  2011 
1 -59403-520-2  
978-1 -59403-520-3 
6  ×  9"  160  pages 
paper $15 .95
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The Wages of 
Appeasement  
Ancient Athens, Munich, 
and Obama’s America  
Bruce S. Thornton  
history /  political 
science 
March 2011 
1 -59403-519-9 
978-1 -59403-519-7 
6  ×  9"  352  pages 
cloth $27 .95

Why America Must 
Not Follow Europe    
Daniel Hannan  
Political Science 
March 2010 
1 -59403-560-1  
978-1 -59403-560-9 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .95

Schools for  
Misrule  
Legal Academia and an 
Overlwayered America  
Walter Olson  
Law/  Legal Education 
march 2011 
1 -59403-233-5 
978-1 -59403-233-2 
6  ×  9"  300  pages 
Cloth $25 .95

Turning Right 
at Hollywood 
and Vine  
The Perils of Changing 
Your Mind in Tinseltown  
Roger L. Simon  
B iography 
February 2011 
1 -59403-481-8 
978-1 -59403-481-7 
6  ×  9"  232  pages 
Paper $15 .95

I Can’t Believe I’m 
Sitting Next to a 
Republican   
Harry Stein  
Politics 
December 2010 
1 -59403-480-x 
978-1 -59403-480-0 
6  ×  9"  224  PAGES 
Paper $15 .95

Freedom at Risk  
Reflections on Politics,  
Liberty, and the State  
James L. Buckley  
Politics  /  Current 
Affairs 
December 2010 
1 -59403-478-8 
978-1 -59403-478-7 
6  ×  9"  312  PAGES 
Cloth $25 .95

How Obama 
Embraces Islam’s 
Sharia Agenda   
Andrew C. McCarthy  
National Security  
December 2010 
978-1 -59403-558-6  
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Gray Lady Down  
What the Decline and Fall 
of The New York Times 
Means for America  
William McGowan  
Media  /  Current 
Affairs 
November 2010 
1 -59403-486-9 
978-1 -59403-486-2 
6  ×  9"  288  PAGES 
Cloth $25 .95
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President Obama’S 
Tax Piracy   
Peter Ferrara  
Political Science / 
Economics 
October 2010 
978-1 -59403-556-2  
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

The Persian Night  
Iran under the Khomeinist 
Revolution  
Amir Taheri  
International  
Relations 
October 2010 
1 -59403-479-6 
978-1 -59403-479-4 
6  ×  9"  432  PAGES 
Paper $16 .95

A New Shoah  
The Untold Story of Israel’s 
Victims of Terrorism  
Giulio Meotti  
Political Science / 
Terrorism 
October 2010 
1 -59403-477-X 
978-1 -59403-477-0 
6  ×  9"  440  PAGES 
Cloth $27 .95

How Obama’s  
Gender Policies 
Undermine America   
Diana Furchtgott-Roth  
Political Science / 
Economics 
September 2010 
978-1 -59403-539-5 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Obama and America’s 
Public-Sector 
Plague   
E. J. McMahon  
Political Science  
September 2010 
978-1 -59403-537-1 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Liberty and  
Civilization  
The Western Heritage  
edited by Roger Scruton  
History /  Political 
Theory 
August 2010 
1 -59403-383-8 
978-1 -59403-383-4 
6  ×  9"  184  pages 
Cloth $23 .95

The Faithful 
Departed  
The Collapse of Boston’s 
Catholic Culture  
Philip F. Lawler  
religion /  Politics 
August 2010 
1 -59403-374-9 
978-1 -59403-374-2 
6  ×  9"  296  pages 
Paper $15 .95

How Obama Is 
Transforming 
America’s Military 
from Superpower to 
Paper Tiger   
Jed Babbin  
National Security  / 
Defense 
July  2010 
978-1 -59403-514-2 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99
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In Defense of Faith  
The Collapse of Boston’s 
Catholic Culture  
Philip F. Lawler  
religion /  Politics 
july  2010 
1 -59403-374-9 
978-1 -59403-374-2 
6  ×  9"  296  pages 
Paper $15 .95

Obama Health Law: 
What It Says and 
How to Overturn It   
Betsy McCaughey  
Health Care 
June 2010 
978-1 -59403-506-7 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages 
paper $5 .99

Architects 
of Power  
Roosevelt, Eisenhower, and 
the American Century  
Philip Terzian  
B iography /  Heads of 
State 
June 2010 
1 -59403-378-1 
978-1 -59403-378-0 
5½ ×  8½"  136  pages 
Cloth $19 .95

What President 
Obama Doesn’t 
Know About  
Guantanamo   
Thomas Joscelyn  
National Security 
May 2010 
978-1 -59403-490-9 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

How Barack Obama 
Is Endangering Our 
National Security   
Ambassador John Bolton  
international  
Relations 
May 2010 
978-1 -59403-491-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages 
paper $5 .99

How Obama Is 
Transformong  
America through 
Immigration   
Mark Krikorian  
Immigration 
May 2010 
978-1 -59403-506-7 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

The Human Factor  
Inside the CIA’s 
Dysfunctional Intelligence 
Culture  
Ishmael Jones  
Political Science / 
Intelligence 
April  2010 
1 -59403-382-x 
978-1 -59403-382-7 
6  ×  9"  400  pages 
Paper $16 .95

Conservatism  
Redefined  
A Creed for the Poor and 
Disadvantaged  
Patrick Garry  
Political Science 
March 2010 
1 -59403-347-1 
978-1 -59403-347-6 
6  ×  9"  220  pages 
Cloth $23 .95
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How Obama Has  
Mishandled the 
War on Terror   
Michael B. Mukasey  
National Security 
March 2010 
978-1 -59403-489-3 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Obama’s Radical  
Transformation 
of America   
Jonathan Muravchik  
Political Science 
February 2010 
978-1 -59403-475-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Empire of Lies  
The Truth about China in 
the Twenty-first Century  
Guy Sorman  
International  
Relations 
march 2010 
1 -59403-263-7 
978-1 -59403-263-9 
6  ×  9"  270  pages 
Paper $15 .95

How the Obama 
Administration 
Has Politicized  
Justice   
Andrew C. McCarthy  
Political Science / 
Legal 
January 2010 
978-1 -59403-474-9 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

The Bad Science and 
Bad Policy of 
Obama’s Global 
Warming Agenda   
Roy W. Spencer  
Environmental  
Science 
January 2010 
978-1 -59403-482-4 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Europe’s Ghost  
Tolerance, Jihadism, and 
the Crisis in the West  
Michael Radu  
Political Science / 
Terrorism 
November 2009 
1 -59403-262-9 
978-1 -59403-262-2 
6  ×  9"  500  pages 
Cloth $35 .00

Climate Confusion  
How Global Warming 
Hysteria Leads to Bad 
Science, Pandering 
Politicians and Misguided 
Policies That Hurt the Poor  
Roy W. Spencer  
Environmental 
Science /  Current 
Affairs 
January 2010 
1 -59403-345-5  
978-1 -59403-345-2 
6  ×  9"  190  pages  
Paper $14 .95

Home Away 
from Home  
The Forgotten History of 
Orphanages  
edited by  
Richard B. McKenzie  
Family  Issues  /  
Child Care 
December 2009 
1 -59403-245-9 
978-1 -59403-245-5 
6  ×  9"  250  pages 
Cloth $25 .95 
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Willful Blindness  
A Memoir of the Jihad  
Andrew C. McCarthy  
Current Affairs  /  
Politics 
December 2009 
1 -59403-265-3 
978-1 -59403-265-3 
6  ×  9"  345  pages 
Paper $16 .95

What Science 
Knows  
And How Science Knows It  
James Franklin  
Science /  Philosophy 
and Social  Aspects 
December 2009 
1 -59403-207-6 
978-1 -594032-07-3 
6  ×  9"  200  pages 
Cloth $23 .95

Last Exit to Utopia  
The Survival of Socialism 
in the Post-Soviet Era  
Jean-François Revel  
Socialism & 
Communism 
December 2009 
1 -59403-264-5  
978-1 -59403-264-6 
6  ×  9"  300  pages 
Cloth $23 .95

How the Obama 
Administration 
Threatens Our 
National Security   
Victor David Hanson  
National Security 
December 2009 
978-1 -59403-463-3 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

How Barack Obama 
Is Bankrupting the 
U.S. Economy   
Stephen Moore  
Economics 
December 2009 
978-1 -59403-464-0 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

How the Obama 
Administration 
Threatens to 
Undermine Our 
Elections   
John Fund  
Political Science / 
Elections 
November 2009 
978-1 -59403-461-9 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Obama’s Betrayal of 
Israel   
Michael A. Ledeen  
International  
Relations 
November 2009 
978-1 -59403-462-6 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99

Why Obama’s  
Government  
Takeover of Health 
Care Will Be a 
Disaster   
David Gratzer 
Health Care  
November 2009 
978-1 -59403-460-2 
4  ¾ ×  7"  48  pages  
paper $5 .99
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Thrift  
Rebirth of a 
Forgotten Vritue  
Theodore Roosevelt  
Malloch  
Business  and  
Economics 
November 2009 
1 -59403-260-2  
978-1 -59403-260-8 
6  ×  9"  240  pages 
Paper $16 .95

The Revolutionary 
Has No Clothes  
Hugo Chávez’s Bolivarian 
Farce  
A.C.Clark  
B iography 
September 2009 
1 -59403-259-9 
978-59403-259-2 
6  ×  9"  200  pages  
Cloth $23 .95

Camelot and 
the Cultural 
Revolution  
How the Assassination of 
John F. Kennedy Shattered 
American Liberalism  
James Piereson  
September 2009 
out of  print

Neither Beast 
nor God  
The Dignity of the 
Human Person  
Gilbert Meilaender  
Philosophy /  Science 
September 2009 
1 -59403-257-2  
978-1 -59403-257-8 
6  ×  9"  180  pages 
Cloth $21 .95

Don’t Tread on Me  
Anti-Americanism Abroad  
Carol Gould  
Current Events /  
Politics 
June 2009 
1 -59403-239-4 
978-1 -59403-239-4 
6  ×  9"  250  pages 
Cloth $25 .95

Economics Does  
Not Lie  
A Defense of the Free  
Marcket in a Time of Crisis  
Guy Sorman  
Economics  /  
Economic History 
July  2009 
1 -59403-254-8 
978-1 -59403-254-7 
6  ×  9"  250  pages 
Cloth $25 .95

The Rise of China  
Essays on the Future of 
Competition  
Edited by Gary J. Schmitt  
International  
Relations 
May 2009 
1 -59403-231 -9  
978-1 -594032-31 -8 
6  ×  9"  160  pages 
Cloth $21 .95

The Surge  
A Military History  
Kimberly Kagan  
Politics  /  Current 
Affairs 
june 2009 
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Colleges and universities used to teach art history to encourage connoisseurship 
and acquaint students with the riches of our artistic heritage. But now, as Roger 
Kimball reveals in this witty and provocative book, the student is less likely to learn 
about the aesthetics of masterworks than to be told, for instance, that Peter Paul 
Rubens’ great painting Drunken Silenus is an allegory about anal rape. Or that Cour-
bet’s famous hunting pictures are psychodramas about “castration anxiety.” Or that 
Gauguin’s Manao tupapau is an example of the way repression is “written on the 
bodies of women.” Or that Winslow Homer’s The Gulf Stream is “a visual encoding 
of racism.” 

In The Rape of the Masters: How Political Correctness Sabotages Art, Kimball, a 
noted art critic and essayist, shows how academic art history is increasingly held 
hostage to radical cultural politics – feminism, cultural studies, postcolonial studies 
and other weapons in the armory of academic anti-humanism. To make his point, 
Kimball describes the way seven famous works of art – all beautifully reproduced 
in this volume – have been reinterpreted by contemporary art historians to fit a rad-
ical ideological fantasy. He then performs a series of intellectual rescue operations, 
explaining how these great works should be understood through a series of illumi-
nating readings in which art, not politics, guides the discussion.

The Rape of the Masters exposes the charlatanry that stands behind much aca-
demic art history and oozes into the art world generally. It also provides an engag-
ing antidote to the tendentious, politically motivated assaults on our treasured 
sources of culture and civilization that are occurring not only in our universities 
but in our museums and art galleries as well. 

Ro ger  K imball  is the editor and publisher of The New Criterion and president and 
publisher of Encounter Books. He is the author, most recently, of The Fortunes of Perma-
nence: Culture and Anarchy in an Age of Amnesia (St. Augustine). 
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